Breaking Walls of Poverty
Being born poor is something beyond the control of a living entity. Leading a lifetime in poverty teaches you lessons that no book on this planet can teach. Poverty slaps your ego hard and makes you do things that you would not have imagined to do in your wildest dreams. Nobody asks for poverty in blessing. You need to fight every battle that it brings to you and prove that you are worthier of better things in life. 

Breaking the walls of poverty certainly sounds pleasing and easy to the ears. In real, it is not as easy as it sounds. It requires immense courage, hours of diligence and fighting all odds that are presented to you in life. They say when you fight hard for something; life sends challenges your way to test you. If you pass this test with flying colors, there is no looking back in life. It takes more than blood and sweat to break the shackles of a hard life. But when it does, it liberates your soul. This is the story of hope and an undying spirit to rise above everything in life. This is a story that isn’t merely fabricated with words. It speaks of the true struggles of a person who with her enduring determination reached out to the stars to prove the world that you don’t really have to be born with a silver spoon to make a mark in this world.        
****
Charmain Smith was the second child born to Gladys. She lived with her mother, her grandmother, three aunts, her elder sister, cousins and two brothers in a four bedroom apartment in Madantsane township. Gladys was the oldest of her siblings. She had two brothers and three sisters of which one of her brother did not live long. Life did not show mercy and took him away in an unfortunate event. The other brother had settled down happily and lived with his wife not really far from where she lived with her family. It was Gladys and her sisters who had taken up the entire responsibility of running the household on their own without any support from any male member of the family. 
The women in Charmain’s family were strong and determined. Even though they did not have any sort of support from the world outside of from their brother, they had found a way to support themselves and those dependent on them. The three sisters used to toil hard in order to fetch decent amount for food and for the education of their children. Life becomes difficult when you have to put up a fight every single day. But Charmain’s family had learnt to live with it and were struggling with each passing day. 

Charmain had a slender figure which was a gift to her from poverty. She had long legs for any girl of her age. She was only seven and went to school like any other kids. Yet, there was something about her that was not so normal like other kids that studied with her. Poverty fashioned her in a manner to stand out amongst the rest. It taught her harsh lessons only to prepare her for a future so bright. It could never rob the sparkle from her eyes although it did manage to fill them up with tears occasionally. They say hardships in life prepare ordinary people for a destiny that is extraordinary. Charmain was full of innocence and did not even have the slightest idea what course her life would take in years to come.     

                                                             ****

It was like any other morning for Charmain. She was preparing to go to school just like other kids in the house. Was she treated like others? No. Aunt Claire stopped her seeing her rushing to school and investigated the shirt that she was wearing. Charmain probably knew what was coming. She was being doubted to be wearing shirt of her children as it looked so elegant on her. Aunt Claire examined the shirt closely as if looking for signs of robbery in her very own house. Upon spotting the torn collar, she was satisfied with her pretty little check on little Charmain and let her go to school. 

Gladys, Charmain’s mom was the poorest of all her siblings. She worked as a domestic help and had four children to rise. She struggled to offer them basic necessities in life. She toiled all day but it was not sufficient for her to make the ends meet. She crushed her own desires to make sure that her kids had food to eat and got basic education. This hurt Charmain because being the daughter of a poor woman subjected her to a lot of humiliation. It was not that her mother was not trying enough. She did everything she could. She worked as a domestic worker and one does not earn much by assisting people in washing clothes and cleaning their houses. A tough phase had set in Gladys life with three children to take care of.  
Charmain learnt a lot for her age from the struggles of her mother. Kids of her age these days demand for expensive play stations and video games. Charmain never demanded anything. She was way too matured for her age and had no choice but to act and behave as a grown up. It seemed as if there was an old, understanding soul in the body of a seven year old. She used to wake up early and make coffee for her grandmother during early hours of the morning before making her way to the school. Weekends kept her more preoccupied. It was no just that she had more time during weekdays. She had to do house chores every day after school which she did without complaining with her cousin Neliswa.
Handing over the chores to children at a very young age robs them of their innocence. They start learning the lessons of the life in a hard manner and this kills them within. They start sensing that something is not right with their family and constantly start comparing themselves to others. For instance, at school Charmain would have noticed children who had no responsibilities of their own and their parents would never have let them do chores. They would have led a normal life and this would have made Charmain question life and its cruel ways.  

Charmain had to do a lot of work that was allocated for Neliswa and her because of the poor situation of her mother. Neliswa always got exemptions from chores for being the daughter of Charlene who worked at offices. Her aunt Juliet worked for a firm doing KOO tins and Claire worked for a local pharmacy. Gladys had a harder time in comparison to her siblings and this is what made Charmain an understanding daughter. She sensed the struggles that life threw at her mother. Life was not kind to her but she never stopped being kind to people. It reflected in her actions and in her manners. 

Charmain had realized that in order to find shelter at the family home she had to keep up with the work that was allocated to her. If she failed to do so, her mother would be questioned and would be subjected to the disgrace by her aunts. She knew she had to be careful as they were residing in a family home where everybody had to survive only by contributing their share. If nobody offered their share, the family would crumble and would have to suffer in desolation. Charmain had learnt that it was better to play the part that was assigned to you and do your level best not to anger the elders of the household in any manner especially her aunts.  
Charlene owned a motorbike and was in a much better position in comparison to her siblings. She was the favorite daughter as she contributed a lot to the family financially. Gladys and Claire did not really bond well. Things were sour between them and finally one day Gladys decided to leave the house where her entire family resided. She went on to live with an extended family member leaving behind her two sons and her daughter Charmain. She gave away Charmain’s older sibling to a distant family member who lived in Johannesburg. 
She was not merciless for having deserted her own kids and leaving them behind to live in misery. She did return to take her children along with her and to free them from the guilt of being the children of the poorest daughter in the family. There was not anything wrong with being poor. But there are ways in which people cruelly remind you what you are when you lack money to pay for a decent life. Although, Gladys mother allowed her to take her children away, she asked her to leave Charmain behind. She did as she was told and poor Charmain had no choice but to live like an orphan in her very own house where she did not even have the words of comfort from her very own mother to soothe her innocent soul. 

Being left along amidst people who treat you no less like a stranger was the most difficult part of Charmain’s childhood. She knew that after her mother left, there was nobody to support her. Gladys never had a say in the family matters. But now after leaving the family house, Charmain had to be more careful than ever. She had to measure each move of hers in order not to offend her aunts. At a very young age, Charmain had been taught how to plan a move. No matter what she did she was innocent after all and had to be careful while she was living with her aunts as her mother no longer gave any form of contribution to her family home or for Charmain’s upbringing. This further enraged Gladys’s sisters. 

Poverty makes you merciless. People forget the bonds that they share with people. They start caring for themselves and for their children. It does not really matter to them who their siblings are or they do not even care for their nephews and nieces. In a life hit by poverty, people do not even have the stamina to overcome their sorrows. Why would they even care for others? It is a fight and each one has to win in order to survive. If they failed to do so, they would be subjected to cruel ways of life and what poverty has to offer.    

The issues that existed amongst the sisters made Gladys leave the house and Charmain had to pay the price for it every passing day. Charmain was in charge of taking care of the chores of the house while her aunts worked the entire day. She had no choice but to be responsible for every single thing which even included taking care of the school uniforms to be washed on a regular basis. Claire’s son John did not make the task any easier for her. She had to plead him to hand over his shirt and socks so that she could wash them before it was too late. John always ignored her and used to play till it was time for his mother to return home. 

One day when Claire found out that John’s shirt had not been washed; she tried to punish Charmain assuming that she had no interest in helping the family function normally. She denied Charmain supper for the nights she failed to wash John’s school uniform. It was not just life that had a grudge on Charmain. It seemed as if the people she was linked to by birth and blood had pledged to make her life more miserable.
Charmain tried a couple of times to explain her case but it was of no use. She was being punished for being a daughter of a member who barely contributed to the family’s over mounting expenses. John was a year older than Charmain and was very well aware of his mother’s attitude towards Charmain. He chose to show no mercy on his cousin and had his own ways of making her suffer. It is hard to say whether he did it in ignorance or he did it with intentions of hurting Charmain. He was not really young not to understand what he was doing. He was aware of his mother’s ways and also the dislike that his mother had towards Charmain. It was not really hard to comprehend what his actions were leading to.   

Tears in Charmain’s eyes had no power to melt the stone hearted aunt of hers. Poverty had already given its ugly introduction to Charmain at an early stage in her life. Her grandmother did sympathize with her. She used to give her money secretly to buy something to eat when Claire was not around. Charmain did have to go to bed a lot of times on an empty stomach when Claire was around or did not feel like sympathizing towards her niece.   

Not being able to manage food in your family house kills you despite staying with the people you share ties with. Charmain was being ill-treated by her own aunts who did not sympathize towards her. They had a heart of stone and never cared for little Charmain. They thought it was normal for them to punish Charmain when she failed to complete the tasks that were assigned to them. They thought that it would prevent her from turning like her mother Gladys who had failed to offer any form of support to the family or for her daughter.   

Charmain did not have the protective arms of her mother. She was a stranger in her very own house. Poverty does have its own way of breaking bonds of love and destroying them. This is what it did to Charmain. She had no mother to console her and to tell her that one day everything would be alright. Charmain’s grandmother was aware of what was happening right under her nose. She did not like the treatment that Charmain received from her aunts and her cousins. But it was too late for her to raise her voice as it could no longer be heard. Claire had turned into a bully and Charlene had complete control over the house. Nobody would dare question their ways as they contributed financially when it came to running the household.    
Claire shattered everything bit by bit in the little world of Charmain. She had dreams but no colors in them. Poverty dared Charmain to make a move but she was tied. She was too little and scared to think of anything to get herself out of the mess that life had put her into. When you have no money you are treated like you are not wanted or are merely a burden. Charmain was treated poorly than poverty had to treat her from her very own members of the family. They showed no mercy on her and treated her more or less as a burden.

Charmain had to live with every little circumstance filled with humiliation and hate. She had to pay a price for something she had no control over. Poverty killed her little world and shred it into pieces before she could develop little wings and soar high up in the clear blue skies. There was just darkness and she felt trapped in her little world. Life was being unkind on an innocent little girl. Who was to be blamed? Poverty knows no respect and will disgrace you anywhere at any given moment.
Poverty kills yourself respect, robs you of your innocence and makes you do things that you never imagined to do in life. Being subjected to embarrassment from her very own family members in front of others was the least thing that Charmain expected coming. She barely had the idea that she would have to see the ugly side of her aunt until it actually happened. Claire had crossed all her limits with no one to stop her. Her audacity to hurt Charmain grew day by day and it damaged the little girl considerably.   

Once such incidence unfolds in Charmain’s life where she was entirely devastated not by others but her very own aunt Claire. It was late Friday evening. A ritual ceremony was to take place at Charmain’s place and it was attended by a lot of people and neighbours. It was an event to promote good will and share happiness with one another. The ritual was a symbolism of hope. But things were supposed to shape up in a different manner for Charmain. There seemed no hope for the little girl.     
It does not really hurt when people you have no sort of bond attached try to break your heart. It does when the people you grow up with and share blood ties with treat you nothing less than trash. During the ceremony, Charmain was busy chatting with her cousins happily without being aware of what was coming. Claire spotted her and this alerted Charmain. She had realized that something was not right as her aunt approached her. Claire questioned Charmain about the pen of hers that went missing from her shoe holder. She told her that the pen was in its intended position when she saw it in the morning but now it was nowhere to be found. The look on Claire’s face frightened Charmain. She was shocked with the blame that Claire was trying to impose on her without any strong evidence. 

Charmain replied to her aunt that she had not spotted it anywhere. Claire was not afraid of hurting the sentiments of her little niece. She told Charmain that she was the only child in the entire family who had the habit of taking stuff from other people and end up denying it. Claire was determined to punish Charmain without even giving it a thought to find out what the truth really was. She wanted to punish Charmain with the sole intention that she would never lay her little fingers on things owned by others without any consent from them. 

Anger destroys everything. It has no potential to build things. It can only sabotage whatever that persists. Whether it is any relationship or anything else, anger is not healthy for relationship of any kind. In her anger, Claire pulled Charmain’s hand in front of everybody who had gathered to attend the ritual. She mercilessly beat Charmain up in front of others without any consideration to what people would think about her. She had a heart of stone when it came to Charmain. The young girl shed countless tears owing to the physical pain that Claire gave her. But more than that, she wept because of the cold treatment she received from her very aunt. She was asked to go outside and remain quiet. She could not pour out her feeling to anybody else. If she did, she knew what she would have to go through.   

Charmain was not wrong. She did nothing but Claire never tried to figure out the truth and blamed Charmain without having any evidence. It had become her habit to blame Charmain for every single that happened. She had nurtured spite in her heart against little Charmain and this was killing the bond that she shared with Charmain. Instead of consoling Charmain after being deserted by her mother, Claire left no stone unturned to increase the miseries in her little niece’s life. 

Charmain was punished for being the daughter of poverty stricken mother. She had only stepped into the world and was trying to decipher things around her. But Charmain was left young and alone. When nobody assumes your responsibility, you are being blamed for everything that goes wrong. Poverty pushes you down to an extent where you are left with nothing pleasant to cherish in your life. Charmain was being exposed to the harsh realities of being struck with poverty. When you grow up, you hear people who had led normal lives share their wonderful memories of childhood. When you grow up experiencing the harsh realities of poverty, the only thing you are left with are the painful memories that you have come alive to kill you every instant. Charmain was piling up tormenting memories of the cold treatment being offered by her relatives that she had to carry with her wherever she would end up in the future. 
Not having a pleasant childhood can crush the hopes of a child. Charmain was experiencing it every minute, every second. Staying away from the caring arms of her mother for over two years, she had grown sick of everything. However, life decided to be kind to little Charmain when her mother Gladys made enough money to find a room for rent to stay. She came back for Charmain so that she could grow up with her young brothers. Was this the beginning of hope in life of little Charmain? Only time could answer it. It has its own slow pace at which it unfolds and shows what truly lies for someone. Charmain was yet to figure out what had to be traded for the consoling arms of the mother she was being given by life. 

Charmain moved in with her mother. But the place was quite far from the school she studied from. It took her a long walk to reach her school. It was too much for a nine year old girl to take. This as well made her reach school premises late and caused a lot of troubles for little Charmain. She did not intend to be late but she had no choice. Life gave her no choice. To remain in the comforting arms of her mother, she had no choice but to compromise in some manner. 
Every day after finishing school, Charmain had to rush to home. Her little legs hurried to reach home where she had to look after her two little brother. It was more than her nine year old body could take. But she had no choice but to fight the circumstances and emerge as a winner in whatever challenging tasks that life was sending her way. If her mother failed to get money for food or could not manage to bring the left overs from the house of people she worked at, Charmain had to herself assist the neighbours by washing their dishes. She sometimes even washed the clothes at people’s house so that she could manage to get something to eat while her mother tried to make the ends meet for the shelter and for the school.   
Gladys had been pushed into a sea of poverty. It seemed more like a virus that was infecting everybody in her life. It was creeping slowly into the life of her daughter Charmain and she had started fighting it back in whatever manner that was possible for her. She was pushed to grow up earlier that she was supposed to. She had no choice to take up the responsibility while she was only none years old. She had to miss a lot during her childhood. She had no fond memories to be carried along with her. All she knew was that she had to put up a fight. 

One fine day Charmain’s brother Luyi had fallen ill. She had to take him to the clinic to get medical assistance. Both had to walk for a considerable distance to get help and come back home. They did not have the privilege to afford for any means of transport to reach the clinic despite of the fact that her brother was ill and needed to rest. She came back and asked her mother Gladys if she could manage to bring left overs for the children to eat from the place she worked. She had accompanied her brother to the clinic and could not work for the neighbours to get something to eat in return for the assistance that she offered. Gladys smiled at her daughter because it had not been a bad day for her after all. She had managed to get bread though there was no sugar to eat it with. They had to eat the bread with water and go to bed.        
Gladys children had understood that they had to adjust if they wanted to be with their mother. Charmain was ready to do anything in order to be with her mother and she never wanted to go back to the family home with her aunts after being tormented by them in ways she could never speak of. She knew that she had to face hardships and she was ready to do so. She knew that life would be little difficult than it used to be in the family home. But it seemed better to Charmain because she was not being treated as a trash or as unwanted when she lived with her mother. She loved caring for her little brother though school proved out to be bit hard for her. The distance used to have an impact on her slender legs, but that seemed nothing in front of the joy that she had living with her mother and her siblings. She no longer had to go to bed weeping. Sleeping on an empty stomach did not bother her. It hurt her to do the same thing at her family home as she was denied food over there. With her mother, she knew she failed to get supper and used to sleep in peace although she had not eaten anything. 

There is something about mothers. When you are under their caring eyes, nothing feels miserable. Everything seems alright when you are around them and watch them do every little thing they can do for their children. Charmain had immense respect for her mother though she failed to provide the basic necessities for her children. There were times when they had to go for days without having anything. They did not know what it meant to lead a normal life. However, they did understand that their mother was trying all that she could so that she could support them.  
Day by day the condition of Charmain and her family was getting miserable. They were experiencing terrible form of poverty with each passing day which was beyond their imagination. There were days when they had to eat food from the tipping area where trash from all over Mdantsane was thrown. This tipping area is still referred to as the Gqudu. This was the worst that the family had seen. Can there be anything worse apart from feeding your body from the stale food thrown in the trash? People these days are quite negligent especially when they grow up with riches or lead a decent life. They throw food in the garbage or waste food without even giving a thought about people that exist on this planet who go to bed with empty stomach.  
The fight for good to calm hungry stomach is not just something that Charmain had to deal with. She had lot more to witness and absorb in her little mind. One day Gladys showed up at home with a man named Jeff. He had a short stature and was light in complexion. He came in his motorbike and introduced himself to the children as Gladys friend. The world is more open now. During olden days, elders used to hide their relationships from their children and never used to tell them straight that they were dating somebody. The kids were not given the authority to question parents about their private lives back then.    
It was out of sheer respect that the children had for their parents that they chose to remain mum over the relationships their parents had with others. Jeff, the man in Charmain’s mother’s life seemed more of a messiah that her mother’s boy friend. Things started taking a positive turn after him entering their lives. He had asked Charmain not to help people with their chores after coming back from school. He had asked her to look after her young brothers and focus more on the school work instead. This touched Charmain’s heart as nobody had done this before. Nobody asked her to focus on her life and dream of a colorful future. Instead, she was always pressed to do the chores so that the family could sustain a day during the poverty stricken days. 

Jeff used to buy food for Charmain and also used to visit them after work. He also used to go out with Gladys. He had managed to make his way into the family and also into the hearts of the children. He did not just mean a lot to Gladys, but the children were as well bonding with him. This was probably because they never got to know their real father. They never knew what it meant to be cared for and what it meant when there was a backbone in the family who would do anything for you no matter how worse the situations turned out to be. Jeff was creeping into the minds and hearts of Gladys children. He filled the void that existed in their hearts. They longed for love, affection and support which they were receiving from him.

What is true? Was this the end of miseries in life of Gladys and her children? Would their dreams now come true? Had life finally decided to be kind to them and was Jeff really their angel? Nobody could answer these questions. Only time could tell. It was not really possible to be said anything at that instant. Life had its own ways and would unfold at its own sweet or cruel pace.     

One night Jeff disappeared and was nowhere to be seen. He had stopped visiting the children. Charmain had turned 10 years old and was in second grade. Her mind pondered over what went wrong with Jeff. A man who brought in a ray of hope in their lives had suddenly disappeared and this bothered her. For the first time, they were shown what it meant to be taken care of. They were leading a better life than they used to all because of Jeff. His absence did manage to make the kids question about his whereabouts. 

One evening Charmain questioned her mom about Jeff and why he was nowhere to be seen. She started a casual conversation with her mom and asked what happened to Uncle Jeff. She expressed her concern about his disappearance and asked why he was not visiting then any longer. There was more of hurt in eyes of Gladys. She seemed to be shocked with the question posed by Charmain because kids back them were not supposed to question their parents about their relationships. Gladys brought back her composure though the question posed by Charmain managed to wound her. She told Charmain that she would understand everything when she would grow up. 

There is a time in life when you start understanding that not everybody is meant to remain in your life forever. There are few people who walk into your life, play their part and pack their bags and leave when the time arrives. This was something Charmain had to learn. This was something new to her. Jeff walking into her life was something new as he offered support that she yearned for in her life. Jeff’s disappearance created a vacuum in their lives. Gladys tried to explain Charmain that few people walk out of your life without even saying goodbye. She told that Jeff was no longer a part of their family. 

This was more for little Charmain to absorb and comprehend. She never understood how things worked in life as she had seen the most terrible things happening to her. When something good happened, she thought it would stay with her for a while if not forever. But she was not aware of what was coming her way. Life had probably come up with a plan to make them go through more hardships in return for the good days they had experienced with Jeff walking into their lives.    

Gladys continued the conversation with Charmain further and told her that they had a new member that would be joining their family soon. This confused Charmain more. The words that came out of Gladys mouth seemed more like a puzzle to little Charmain. Her mother meant that there would be a child joining their family soon. She started posing questions to her mother. She asked her mother about how she could not figure out why Jeff disappeared all of a sudden without even sparing sometime to say goodbye. He had shown the family good times and did not even bother to tell where he was going and when he would be coming back. 

Charmain fought so hard to reason with her mother. She had to know where Jeff went. She could in no way accept that the good times were over and they had to go back to leading a life full of miseries and emptiness. Jeff had been a fatherly figure and in his presence that family experienced moments of bliss. The way he cared for the family meant a lot to Charmain and she had grown fond of him and his caring nature. She fought her tears. She was in no mood to accept that life had found another way to agonize them. She was finding it hard to accept what was coming. Probably she was aware of the danger that was lurking in the corner. Probably she was not. 

Charmain again started questioning Gladys because she wanted everything to be clear. She did not want her family to go through the bad days that they had experienced previously before Jeff walked into their lives and lighted up their world with days of happiness that they had never seen before. Charmain asked her mom whether she had to go back looking for piece jobs so that they could have something to eat after school. Gladys replied that she had a plan for the family to survive and asked Charmain not to worry about anything else. She asked Charmain to focus on her school work and also told that the next day would be her last day at the place she worked. She had plans to do piece job until the baby arrived. She had plans to resume work only after the baby arrived. This was something the family had not foreseen coming. 

The family was already struggling to make their ends meet before Jeff walked into their lives and offered respite from the tormenting instances that life offered to them. With a fifth child on its way into the family, this would make things much more miserable and would break down the entire family. This seemed more like a plan that life had in order to push Charmain’s family into a deep well of poverty of which there would be no way to come out.

Gladys struggled hard with her job to raise Charmain and her two little brothers. She had to give away her eldest child to a relative as she could no longer afford to take care of four children. With the fifth child coming, this was proving to be more gruesome. The family had no other way. They had to fight it and bow down to what life was sending their way. Gladys started working as a domestic help for people in the community where she resided. She started offering washing services to the people and helped them with other chores although she was pregnant. She had no choice but to work despite her condition where women of affluent family have four or five people at their service all the time. Gladys did not have the privilege. She had to do it for her children and for the baby that was yet to come into this world so cruel.    

With time, things started proving out to be difficult for Charmain’s family. She delivered her fifth child in November. The community elders helped her deliver the baby. She gave birth to a beautiful fair skinned baby girl whom she named Laina. Gladys could not afford to get any clothes for her new born baby. She had to manage with whatever she had been given by the neighbours and from the place where she worked. After a week from delivering her baby girl, Gladys started piece jobs again to support her family.  

What Gladys was going through could be described no less than a brutal situation life had put her through. She had no time to work after going through labor. She had to work despite being weak and after being drained of all the energy that she had. Her plight was miserable. Poverty is no less than a curse inflicted upon you by life. The birth of a child in families is considered no longer than a celebration. Relatives travel far and wide to come and bless the baby. The mother and the baby are showered with gifts, love and care. This was nowhere to be seen. Life denied these privileges to Gladys and made her suffer instead. She could not just find out what was the blunder that she had committed to go through what she was going through.  

Misery followed Gladys and her family everywhere. There was no celebration upon Laina’s arrival. Everything seemed the same in her struggling life. The only difference is that the burden on her had increased. She had to work harder to support the addition of a new member in her life. She had no time to sit and be happy about the birth of her baby girl. All she knew was that she had to put up a fight in order to survive in this world. She had to support two daughters and her two sons to offer them a decent life if not a better future. She had to equip them to fight off the miseries and learn to sustain in a harder way no matter how harsh the conditions in life proved out to be. 
Celebrations mean nothing when you do not have means to lead a normal day peaceful and without any doubt in your mind. They seem to be more of a privilege that only the rich can afford. Your miseries multiply during festival period when you see people rejoicing and realize that you cannot have what they are experiencing. When Christmas arrived, Charmain and her siblings did not have new clothes to wear. They visited friends not with the hope of celebrating joy with them that the festival season had brought. It was just because they could fill their stomach and did not have to go to bed with an empty stomach on a day like Christmas.  

When January arrived, the New Year brought along some hope for Charmain and her family. Gladys managed to get a job as a domestic worker with the help of a friend. This was when Laina turned five months old. However, things were getting worse with each passing day. Charmain was not doing well at academics. She passed but she did not perform well. She was a brilliant child but there was a great impact on her schooling owing to the troubling situations at home. Charmain had turned ten years old and had been promoted to grade three.   
Once after her school reopened, Charmain went to pay a visit to her grandmother after finishing her classes at school. She had turned so thin that her knees and elbow were showing. Her neck had appeared quite long with no flesh to be seen. Her hair had turned coarse and it appeared dirty. Upon spotting her grandmother, Charmain greeted her enthusiastically as she was so happy to see her after a long time. She had not spent Christmas with her grandmother which she usually used to do. Her grandmother told her that she was doing well. She enquired Charmain about everything at home and also asked her about the new baby. She seemed to be troubled seeing her grandchild in a pathetic situation. It broke her heart. However, she managed to put up a smile so that she could not sense how sad she was upon seeing the pitiable condition of her granddaughter.    

Charmain was surprised to know that her grandmother was aware of the new born baby in her family. She said that her little sister was doing well. She also told that her mom had promised to save money so that her little brothers could go to pre-school. She was excited about what she said. Her grandmother questioned who was looking after the children during the day time while her mom worked. She questioned in a concern manner. She told that Aunt Jacky was helping in taking care of her siblings while her mom was working. Jacky helped her mom for free and also offered help while she was away. After Charmain finished school and returned home, she would take care of her siblings. Moreover, Gladys worked for thrice a week. She was at home and hence Charmain could pay a visit to her grandmother.     
Charmain’s grandmother asked her to inform her mom to see her during the week when she was not working. Charmain replied that she would do as her grandmother had asked her to. She told her grandmother that it was dark and had to bid goodbye so that she could reach home before it was too late.

Charmain went home and told her mother that her grandmother wanted to see her. Gladys went to see her the very next day. Gladys reached her mother’s place. She knocked on the door and asked if anybody was there at home. Her mom replied that she could come in. When she walked into the room she could she Mrs. Meme, her mother seated in the room looking through the window. She sat next to her mother and asked her how she was doing. She held her mom’s hand and smiled. Mrs. Meme told that now that her daughter was around her she could not be less than happy.     
Mrs. Meme assumed a serious face and told her daughter Gladys that she wanted to talk to her about something really important. She asked her daughter how the little one was doing and also asked whether she was receiving any form of support from her father. She pretended as if she was not aware of the matter although she had obtained all the information that she wanted from Charmain. She told her mother that the baby girl was doing really well and has turned six months old.   

Gladys tried to hide her emotions while she spoke to her mother. She could not figure out how to tell her mother that she had fallen in a trap of a spineless lover. She gathered courage and told her mother that the child’s father ran away immediately she informed him that she was pregnant with his child. He denied offering any form of support for bringing up the child and she assumed the entire responsibility of her newly born baby like she was doing for her other kids.    
Mrs. Meme was concerned upon hearing the matter from her daughter and wanted to help. She promised that she would bring stability in Gladys life. She told that she wanted to take Charmain back into the family house. She also asked Gladys to give away her three children to couples that were related to her so that she can take out time and find her feet again. She wanted Gladys to be back in a position where she could support herself and her children. She wanted her daughter to offer a decent life to her children so that they would not have to suffer in poverty all their lives. Especially while Gladys was all alone and had no form of support by anybody else, Mrs. Meme thought it was crucial for her daughter to take this step to take charge of her life. 
Gladys was taken aback at her mother’s words. She was glad in a manner that her mother cared but she was afraid that her bond with her children would weaken if she took the step suggested by her mother. She tried to explain to her mother that she was willing to suffer with her children but she was not ready to live with the fact that her children would forget her with time. She was scared that her children would grow up believing that their mother never wanted to stay with her children and protect them from the harsh realities of the world. They would grow up thinking that their mom never cared for them and considered them to be a burden. She never wanted her children to think that their mother never loved them. 

Mrs. Meme was aware that her daughter was being controlled by emotions and was not thinking practically. She tried to convince her that the move would benefit her daughter and herself. She also assured her that once she had regained financial stability in her life, she could take back her children along with her. She told that she take full responsibility of explaining her children who her mother was and why she remained away from them. Gladys was not ready to accept what was being told to her. After hours of arguments and explanation, Gladys finally accepted her mother’s proposal. A date was decided for the relatives to come and pick Charmain’s siblings. Laina was the first one to go followed by her brothers Lewis and Luyi. After they were taken, Charmain was taken to the family house by her grandmother where she had to live with her aunts and cousins.   

It was really difficult for Charmain to digest the fact that she was living with her aunt and cousins again. After the kind of treatment she received from them a couple of years ago when she lived with them, she felt that she had been trapped again. The only love and care she received was from her grandmother but she had no say over her daughters who helped to run the family financially. Charmain had no choice but to accept what was coming her way. She was in grade five when she moved back to her family house.
It was time to get new set of school uniforms and books for Charmain. Her aunts were busy arranging uniforms and clothes for their own children. They earned and did not really have any trouble in supporting them. Although, Claire disliked Charmain, she did buy her books and school uniform. Claire did manage to put up a great show a couple of times when it came to being a nice aunt. However, she made sure that Charmain paid for whatever she was being given. When all other children in the house were given money for lunch happily, Charmain as well used to receive it but only after being told that her mother was not supporting her financially and that others were tired of offering support to her family. They even said that once Charmain grew old and become something in life, she would not even look at the people who helped her. The words pierced her young heart. 

Imagine how hard it can be for a young little girl to be told these words in the morning in return for the lunch money that she was getting. Despite, this she had to go to school every single day carrying hateful words that were being told to her. These things never made any sense to her. She could not figure out what made her aunts do what they did. Why were they so cold to her? What costed them to be nice to their own niece? She was tired of the way they behaved with her and reminded her every single day that she was a daughter of a woman who could not support herself or her children.     

Once, Gladys met with an accident. This was the time she managed to get some money from the road accident fund after a lot of trouble and tiresome procedures. She had to do what she did. She thought it was right to do as this money could help support her family. She wanted to use to money to give it for the upbringing of her children. She sent most of the money to the families where Laina, Lewis and Luyi lived. She did not save much for Charmain as she was living in the family home and she thought that her aunts and grandmother would support her. 
Gladys bought only a few things for Charmain as she was closer to her and not far unlike her siblings. They were miles away from their family. But she was not aware of the fact that this would make Charmain be subjected to more trauma and abuse at her family home. Charmain was doing exceptionally well at school as she was very bright. This was not for long when a neighbour came and asked her family whether Charmain could help every day after finishing school. The neighbour also needed help during the weekends to sell fruits and vegetables on the highway. Charmain’s grandmother accepted the proposal and Charmain had no way out. After all, life had planned not to give her a normal childhood. It had brutally planned to kill Charmain’s childhood by pushing her into child labor. What did Charmain demand from life? Did she crave for gold and diamonds? All she wanted was a normal, decent life where she could live with her mother and siblings. She wanted a day where she did not have to go to bed every night on an empty stomach. She wanted to go to school peacefully without having to bother about rushing back home so that she could do piece jobs to earn lunch for herself and her siblings. She wanted to be happy and lead a normal life. But life had plans for her of which she was not aware of. She was being grinded by the harsh realities and she did not know why life had chosen her to go through what she was going. Only time could tell. 

Mrs. William, the neighbour who recruited Charmain to do her tasks informed her that she would be given a packet of fruits and vegetables every day after she completed the tasks that were given to her. Charmain agreed as she thought that this would stop the yelling that happened everyday at home as her mother was struggling herself and could do nothing to contribute for Charmain’s upbringing. She thought that she would not have to go through a lecture before receiving money for lunch every day from her aunts. She thought that she would not have to hear spiteful words being said about her mom. She thought that she would not have to hear every day that her mother was not being supportive and barely contributed towards her education needs. She thought by taking up the job she would be doing something for the family and this would bring down the pain that she had to experience at her family home.    
After accepting the proposal that Mrs. William gave Charmain, she kept thinking about it. She was lost in thoughts and wondered what the right thing to do was. Her little mind pondered over the topic while she was supposed to think about school and playing with other kids. Mrs. William came over to ask Charmain what she was thinking. Charmain instantly replied that she was thinking about poverty and its cruel ways. She said that it makes you do things that you do not really want to do in your life. She said that she did piece jobs earlier and for a while she thought was done with it when Jeff had offered support to her family. She thought that peaceful and happy days were round the corner. Now, she was back to doing piece jobs again. She said that there were others kids at home. Yet, she was chosen to do piece jobs. Mrs. William was baffled as she had not thought about this.   

Charmain poured out her heart to Mrs. William. She asked why she was chosen for all these things. She asked how she would survive in life in this manner. She asked when she would do her homework. She asked whether she would ever get time to lead a normal life and go out to play with other kids in the locality. She thought that coming back to her family home would make things quite better and would not be as bad as she thought them to be. She had remained away from her mom earlier. It was not difficult for her as it would have been for her siblings as they had never stayed away from their mom before. She said that now things seem far more difficult. She said that especially with the kind of people she did schooling with, she had no way out. They would judge her and would laugh at her. She said that she had to make sure that nobody spotted her while she was selling fruits and vegetables on the streets of highway. After saying what she had in her heart to Mrs. William, she said that she wanted to sleep as there was nothing she could do about the situation she had landed in to.
Charmain woke up the next morning and went to school as she used to do usually. But there was nothing usual about the day. She had been asked to pack casual clothes in her school bag so that she could head to the highway to assume her role as a street vendor selling fruits and vegetables to the passerby. She never knew what was coming. Things were going to get harder than she imagined them to be. It is not easy to be a vendor. One needs to have the skills to market the product to people. Few people purchase and few just hurl abuses at the vendor and walk away. There was humiliation and hardship welcoming her with open arms. Charmain had no choice but to prepare herself and learn things from the battle she had to face in her life. 

During her first day at work, Charmain had been given clear instructions by Mrs. William. She had been told what her target for the day was. As she was new and also young, it was quite difficult for her to start off in this business. The fear of being seen by her school mates made the job much difficult for her. She kept hiding herself in order to avoid her school mates from spotting her. This made her target of reaching the given target difficult than she had imagined. Charmain just managed to sell three packets of bananas and two packets of onions on her first day at work. 

Mrs. William was a bit lenient towards Charmain on her first day. Charmain was young and new in this business so she wasn’t scolded for not meeting the target. However, she did receive clear instructions to try harder from the next day. She was explained clearly that it was Friday the next day and people who travel in Taxis purchase a lot to stock their supplies for the weekend. She was told to be loud about the cheapest prices being offered so that people on the highway would be tempted to purchase from her. Mrs. William asked her not to be shy and asked her to be loud and free instead. She asked Charmain if she had any doubts regarding the job for which Charmain nodded in approval.     
Charmain did was she was asked to do. She started putting in her efforts to make sure that she reached the target that she had been given. After spending seven evenings selling fruits and bananas, Charmain was offered a packet of bananas and potatoes to take back home. She reached home that night and showed her grandma what she had got. She was asked to put the fruits and vegetables in the rack and also inform about the same to her aunts by her grandmother. After doing so, she had her supper and washed the dishes as it was her turn. 

Amidst her job at the highway and at home, she forgot to do the school work that she was supposed to. Work had been taking a toll on Charmain’s schooling. She did not have time to focus on school work as she had been busy meeting the target at work. She was losing focus on her school work with each passing day. This was noticed by a mistress of hers who one day took Charmain aside and asked her about her deteriorating interest from her academics. Her dropping performance had worried her mistress and compelled her to have a one to one discussion with Charmain.    

The mistress asked Charmain what was the reason behind her dropping levels of performance. She was asked the reason for not being able to do her homework. Charmain was asked why she no longer participated in class activities. She had failed to answer the questions in class as well as in tests. She was failing in tests. This was the reason why Charmain’s mistress wanted to have a word with her. 

The mistress had a long list of questions and complaints. She was looking for a genuine answer from Charmain. She cared for her as Charmain was a brilliant student. Her deteriorating interest from studies and a change in behaviour troubled her a lot. She told Charmain that she had changed. She noticed a tremendous change in Charmain’s behaviour as she did not even play with kids. She wanted Charmain to explain the matter to her as she genuinely cared for her. She was after all bright and performed well in academics. She had an excellent track record that could not be ignored. She had a potential to do well in life and that could not be ignored by her mistress.  
Charmain was touched by the concern demonstrated by her Maths teacher towards her. She could not speak and tears rolled down her cheeks. She was not sure whether it was the right thing for her to tell the truth to her teacher. Her maths teacher sensed that there was some problem and did not grill Charmain with her never ending questions. She told that she would speak to Charmain when she was ready to do so. She informed that she would be available anytime to listen when Charmain felt like sharing things with somebody.   
Charmain felt a rush of respect towards her Maths teacher which she would never forget in her life. Nobody had ever done that for her. People barely sympathized towards her. They thought it was natural for her to contribute towards her family as her mom was struggling. They barely thought that these things would impact her badly in the longer run. However, the concern shown by her maths teacher meant a lot to her. 

After finishing school, Charmain went back to the highway to resume her work as usual. There was something about her that day. She grew above her fear and was able to meet the target that she had been given for the day. She told herself that she was done hiding from people. She was no longer afraid of hiding from her school teachers and school mates. She told that she no longer cared about anything. She assured herself that she was not doing anything disgusting. It was her life and nobody else was leading it apart from her. She had been forced by the circumstances to do things that she did not want to do. She did not expect anybody to understand the reasons behind what she did. She told herself that one day things would be different and they would be great. All her efforts would bear fruit and lead her to something grand and beautiful where there would be no room for humiliation, pain, hunger and miseries.    

Charmain consoled herself while she worked diligently on achieving her target. She told herself that soon her life would take a better turn for good where she would be happy and would be reunited with her mother and her siblings. They would have a life they had never dreamt of. She started coming out of the cocoon that she had built around herself. She started selling the fruits and vegetables and she was quite loud this time. She was attracting more customers with her firm and a loud voice that compelled people to notice her and purchase things from her.  
Charmain’s impeccable performance to achieve her sales target made Mrs. William immensely happy. This made her give more fruits and vegetables to Charmain went she went back home. With her improvement in performance, Charmain focused more and more on achieving her target and this further greatly impacted her school life. During her exams in June, she failed for the first time in her life at the academics. Her classmates teased her and called her with names. They called her “No balance” which was a derogatory name given to uneducated fruit and vegetable sellers who ran away from school during those days. They were considered escapists who had no interest in real world.  

After her failure at academics, Charmain was not able to find motivation to go to school. This was not because she had lost interest in studies. This was because she had no stamina left to face the students who failed to understand her struggle and made fun of her instead. There were times when she felt it would be better to give up school and become a full time vendor instead. One fine day while she was busy selling fruits and vegetables on the highway, she was spotted by her teacher. She did not question Charmain immediately but waited for the right time to do so. 

Charmain had failed to do the homework as she had been busy with her work on the highway. The teacher noticed this and asked Charmain to meet her in her cabin. Charmain had failed two days consecutively to do her homework. She told Charmain that she had spotted her selling fruits and vegetables at the highway right after school. She told that she was baffled to find out that Charmain had managed to get time to change into casual clothes right after school. She said she was aware that there was a lot of risk associated with selling commodities on the highway as it is considered to be illegal. The police ensure that people from the spots are chased and arrested for indulging in an illegal act where they required license in doing such work. After expressing her concern with what Charmain was up to, the teacher questioned Charmain the reason for the change in her behaviour. She told that Charmain’s performance at academics was no longer impressive. Once the teacher was done with expressing her views with what she felt about the whole scenario, she asked Charmain to get her mother so that they could discuss the matter and come up with an alternative to fix the issue that was bothering her. 

The teacher asking Charmain to get her mother to meet her perturbed her. She explained her teacher that she no longer lived with her mother. She told her that the only time she got to meet her mother was during Sundays and she resided with her grandmother and her aunts in the family home. She explained the entire scenario at home to her teacher who listened to her part of the story with great interest. She told that all her aunts were employed and had a busy schedule to adhere to. She told that her grandmother was too old to work or to pay a visit to school to discuss the matter. The more Charmain explained the whole scenario to her teacher, the more interested the teacher became in her life. The teacher started questioning her to drive more out of Charmain and wanted to know everything in detail. She did not want to miss out a single thing. 
The teacher questioned Charmain the reason why she was not living with her mother. She was questioned whether she had siblings or not and where were they. This question filled Charmain’s eyes with tears but she decided to hold them back and not break down entirely in front of her teacher. With a deep sigh, she decided to explain the entire story to her teacher. 

Charmain told that her mother lived in a small one room shack with her husband. She knew it was a lie but she had decided to come up with a better version of her story not entirely giving away to the teacher. She told that she was suffering and could not take care of her children. She did not intend to give her children away but she had no choice. She was forced by the circumstances that were not working out in her favour. She told that her mother had given away all her younger siblings to extended family members who did not have children and were more than willing to foster them. She as well told that she had an elder sister who was living in Johannesburg with another family. The more Charmain revealed few things about herself and her family, the teacher grew more and more interested in her story. 

With interest in Charmain’s life, the teacher as well expressed her concern. She questioned Charmain about her father and asked why he had no role to play in their lives. This question killed her nearly. She said that she was not aware of who her father was and she said that she never questioned her mother about it. She said that this is the sole reason why she had to sell fruits and vegetables on the highway. She said doing piece jobs was her way of contributing to the family run by her aunts who were supporting her. This touched the heart of her teacher. Who would not have moved by this story of a little young girl fighting against the harsh realities of the world?       
Charmain continued to sell fruits and vegetables during her school holidays. The discussion with her teacher gave her a sense of courage. The weight off her heart was lifted and she felt good about it. She needed somebody to listen to her which her teacher did with great interest and as well demonstrated concern about the way Charmain was leading her life. This made Charmain happy that there was somebody who saw something in her and had hopes with her. The teacher’s heart melted for Charmain and she promoted her to grade 5. This made Charmain immensely happy and as well increased the amount of respect she had in her heart for her teacher. 

Being promoted to grade 5 was not something that the teacher did for Charmain out of pity. Charmain was a deserving candidate who was weighed down by the uncontrollable situations that life created for her. Had she been free of challenging situations in life, she would have done exceptionally well at her academics. Had she had the privilege of staying with her mom and not suffer in poverty; she would have topped her class. She would have excelled at all spheres of her life had she not been a victim of poverty and its cruel ways of taking people down in life. 

Charmain continued with her piece job during her school holidays while all her friends on a vacation with their family.  During the Christmas holidays, her teacher paid a visit to her grandmother. She discussed Charmain’s performance at school and said that although she passed, there was something that needed to be fixed to bring out the best in Charmain. The teacher asked if there was any way in which something could be done about her piece job. The teacher requested Charmain’s grandmother to let the young girl work only during the weekends and school holidays. This would prevent Charmain’s academics getting impacted because of her involvement in the piece job regularly. Charmain’s grandmother told that she would discuss the matter with Mrs. William who had employed Charmain. The teacher was immensely happy on hearing what Charmain’s grandmother had to say. She thought this would solve the issue and let Charmain breathe easy and as well permit her to focus on her academics. The teacher left happily and this made Charmain jump with joy. She wanted to get back to school and focus on academics to fly out of school with passing colors. An attempt was made by her teacher to ease things in her life. She never knew what the outcome would be. However, the concern shown by her teacher made her happy.      
Although Charmain’s grandmother told that she would speak to Mrs. William, she did not raise the topic during Charmain’s school holidays. She kept mum all over while Charmain waited for her beloved grandmother to make a move. She did not see anything happening until one fine day she gathered courage and decided to speak to her grandmother finally on the topic. She knew it was now or never. If she needed to lead a decent life, she had to voice out her opinion. 
It was 1989. The schools were about to commence. Charmain thought it was the right moment to speak to remind her grandmother what the teacher discussed about Charmain losing focus from academics. She went up to her grandmother and started a conversation in a polite manner. She then diverted the topic to her piece job and questioned her as to why she was the only child at home who had to work after school hours, during weekends and as well as during holidays. She questioned whether it had something to do with her mother not being able to afford for her upbringing. Was it because her mother did not offer a share in the money for her lunch, school fees, uniform and books? She said that she no longer felt like going back to school and she further added that she was tired of being called with names. 

Charmain further continued her conversation with her grandmother by stating that she wanted to take up a full time job. She said she was fine with quitting school as she could no longer focus on the academics because of her piece job. She pleaded her grandmother to let her stop schooling. She said that there was no point in sticking to schooling while she was already capable of working and making money for herself. Charmain’s interest in schooling had been killed by her life stricken with poverty. 

Poverty had crept into Charmain’s life. It had followed her and had started to paralyse her mindset. Her grandmother was deeply hurt with what Charmain said. She finally decided to make a move and speak to Mrs. William. She asked Charmain to be allowed to focus on her studies. Charmain’s grandmother decided to put an end to her piece job entirely. This was the happiest day of Charmain’s life. She was freed of being a child labor and she could now focus entirely on schooling. She knew now that she would not fail in any of the courses and would do exceptionally well. She knew that now she had the time to prove everybody of her skills. 

Once the school commenced, Charmain was doing exceptionally well at her studies although her grandmother could not put a stop on the tantrums that her aunts threw. She was now used to their ways and had managed to ignore whatever they told her. Nothing bothered her now. All she knew was that she had to perform well at her studies and prove that she was not a failure. The only thing that bothered her was her constant arguments with Claire’s son. He used to indulge in a physical fight with Charmain which her grandmother did not like. She did not know how to put an end to everything.         

Charmain started writing a dairy. She had found a friend in it where she would pour down all her experiences. She would share the best and the worse moments of her life in her dairy. Every night before going to bed she used to sit in the room and pen down everything that she experienced with each passing day. It was as if Charmain had found a best friend in her dairy. She had finally found somebody to share her thoughts and happenings with. She found comfort in releasing the emotions that were in her heart. It did her a lot good as she was no longer holding things in her heart. She had found a way. 

She cleared grade six and was promoted to grade seven. This was the time when things were really getting rough. Her grandmother and her sole supporter in the family home had fallen sick. She was struck by a stroke and her health was deteriorating day by day. After Charmain and her cousins were done with their term exams in November, they started looking after their grandmother while the elders devoted their time purely to work. They used to give a bathe to their grandmother as she was no longer capable of doing anything. She could no longer walk or get up from her bed. She needed support every single moment. She was bedridden and constantly needed somebody to take care of her needs. Her grandchildren used to feed her because she could no longer do it herself. 

Charmain had turned fourteen. She sympathized with her grandmother and did each possible thing she could to make her grandmother feel better. Old age is not really good to experience especially when you are struck with poverty. You are considered to be a burden and it appears as if you are no longer wanted. You cannot contribute to your family in any manner especially when they are struggling to make your ends meet. It kills you within when you can do nothing to help your children and grandchildren in any manner. Charmain’s grandmother loved her a lot. She was one of her dearest grandchild and her heart felt for her strongly. She was heartbroken to see Charmain doing piece jobs but she could barely do anything about it. In end, she did try to put an end to child labor that Charmain had been pushed into. She made Charmain happy before she took her last breathe in 1989. 

Young Charmain was left alone after her grandmother’s demise. She now had to survive amidst her three aunts who were not really fond of her. The situation at home worsened for Charmain as she now no longer had somebody backing her or looking after her. She passed her grade 8 with much difficulty. The year had been terrible for her. She had to struggle and be a victim of her aunt’s anger. Life turned pathetic and she felt trapped. She wanted to run, scream and shout. She had no way. 
One fine day, one of the neighbours saw the situation and decided to help Charmain. It was Ileana who watched everything from the window of her bedroom. She felt a rush of sympathy for Charmain after witnessing her to be a victim of torture every single day. She asked her relatives if her girlfriend could stay with them for which they happily obliged. This was more shocking and relieving for Charmain at the same time. 
It was more of a breakthrough for Charmain to be freed from the shackles of her aunts. They could no longer torture their niece as they wanted to remain in the good books of their neighbours. Ileana had become her best friend. Charmain had developed a liking for the girl who freed her from the agonizing treatment that her aunts gave her. They could not behave badly with Charmain in front of outsiders. Ileana lived with her relatives. She was in town only for a while and had to go back someday. Charmain was aware of this. Once Ileana moved out, she had to go back to experience the cold treatment from her aunts. She did not care for what was written in the future. She was happy that her present was beautiful. She had found a best friend to share her thoughts and queries with.  

Charmain had entered her teens. This was the time when young girls weave dreams about a bright future. They want to explore the world as well as their emotions. They want to experience love and want to know how it feels to be loved. She wanted to try her luck and witness the emotion to her fullest. Life was not that cruel after all. It sent somebody along Charmain’s path. It was Justin. He managed to find a way into her life and thought her what it meant to be love and be loved. She fell for him head over heels. She never had experienced anything more beautiful than being in a relationship where somebody cared for her and she had someone all for herself. She was truly, deeply and madly in love with Justin. She felt the moments to be heavenly as she had not experienced anything better than what it felt to be with him. Justin had charming ways of wooing Charmain. Can teenage love be trusted? Was it just a dream or was it real? Was Charmain living in a bubble that was about to pop and bring her back to the ground? Would she be wounded by Justin who meant the world to her? Only time could tell. 

Charmain was still doing her schooling. She was blinded by love. She was not aware of what life was throwing her way. Her girl friend Ileana had left the town. However, she continued to live with Ileana’s relatives. They were not aware of Charmain’s relationship with Justin. They were getting closer to each other and also made love without being aware of the consequences. 

Charmain woke up one morning lost in thoughts. Something was bothering her. With Ileana gone, she had nobody to discuss things with. She had missed her period and it was more than two months. She thought all would be fine but it no longer was. She knew something was not alright. She decided to take a pregnancy test after gathering a lot of courage. Teen pregnancy is not something easy. It is horrifying. Charmain was afraid as she knew what the consequence would be. She got the check-up done and she was tested positive. This was something she did not see coming. 

A pregnancy during teenage can break anybody down. Who has the stamina to conceive and deliver a baby during this phase? This phase is meant to dream and plan your future and not to carry a baby around. Things become more serious when you do not have anybody backing you. Charmain was not living with her mom, she was not married to anybody, her aunts hated her and there was no assurance from Justin that he would support her. She was lost in her thoughts and cursed her fate. This was the least she expected to happen to her especially when she grew up seeing her mother struggle all her life. Her mother had experienced turbulent times because she was not capable of supporting her children. What would happen to Charmain? Where would she go? 

Dark thoughts crossed Charmain’s mind upon finding about her pregnancy. She did not know what to do or where to go. She had no courage to walk up to Justin and inform about the pregnancy. This was not news to rejoice. She was not prepared for this. They did not have plans to bear a child. This was accidental and could also prove to be detrimental for her relationship with her family as well as with Justin. She wept for days and tried to figure out ways to come up with a solution. She failed and her pondering did nothing to help her. 
It was not long enough when Uncle Stephan, Ileana’s uncle and the owner of the house where she lived found out about Charmain’s pregnancy. He was shocked and disappointed. He tried to free Charmain from the clutches of her evil aunts and she managed to put herself in turbulent times. He decided to hand over Charmain to her relatives. Now with Ileana gone, he could not keep his niece’s girl friend at his home anymore especially after finding out that she was bearing a child. He did not want to live with a pregnant teen.
Charmain was back with her aunts and Gladys was sent a message about her daughter’s teenage pregnancy. She was devastated upon hearing the news and did not speak to Charmain for a couple of months. The entire family was in shock upon hearing what Charmain had landed into. They used to inquire about the person responsible for her condition. They badly wanted to know in order to sort the mess out as quickly as possible. When Charmain informed that her boyfriend was Justin, they were shocked. Justin was Claire’s friend’s brother. This made her aunt even more furious. She accused Charmain of trying to ruin Claire’s friendship with her friend. Charmain was baffled as she knew nothing about Claire’s friend Susan.     

Justin never told Charmain that their family knew each other. She felt betrayed. She never heard of Susan or Justin before from her aunt Claire. They never visited each other even during celebrations. It was hard for her to digest the news that Justin was Claire’s friend’s brother. This seemed the end of everything. She was scared. She needed to be consoled and said that everything would be alright someday. But that could not happen. Crossing Claire would be the last thing Charmain wanted to do. Her pregnancy would ruin her relationship with her aunt forever.  

The elders of the family decided to come up with a solution. They thought the best thing to do was to contact Justin’s family and tell them what had happened. They wanted Justin and his family realize that they had landed their niece into a pathetic situation. They were not doing this because of the concern they had for their little niece. They did this because they wanted to figure out a way to get out of the mess. They wanted to get rid of the baby anyway and decided to send a pregnancy report of Charmain to Justin’s family. 

Within a couple of days after sending the report to Justin’s family, his father passed away. This left the family in tears as they had not even recovered from the shock and the family was left without a support. This made Claire and her friend Susan accuse Charmain for the bad things that struck Justin’s family. They said that the pregnancy news had killed Susan and Justin’s father. The family was in no mood to support the child and wanted to do away with the unborn child. Charmain revolted and did not let it happen. She fought against everything but did not let anybody cause any harm to her unborn child. 

Charmain went through a troublesome phase during her pregnancy. She had to face a lot of humiliation during the phase. She was just a teenager who had no support from the father of her child. She was tormented through the difficulties that life threw her way. She delivered her baby during the year 1993. When she came back home after delivering the baby, she did not have a bed to sleep. She did not have a mattress to rest her baby. She created a mattress of dirty clothes from the washing basket. She slept on it and rested her baby on her chest the entire night. 
She had to figure out a way to support herself and her new born baby. She did not know what the right thing to do was. She needed guidance during this phase but she lacked it. She had to stand up against the hardships and pass out of it successfully. She had to feed her child and also plan for a better future for her. She had experienced a troubled childhood and did not want her baby to go through the same. She knew she had to put up a fight. Weeping was not a solution. She had to assume responsibility during the hour of crisis. 

Charmain went back doing piece jobs after her delivery. She worked as a domestic help so that she could manage to get food for herself and for her child. Nobody had taken up the responsibility of her child and she in no manner wanted to be a burned on somebody. She started working so that she could lead a life full of dignity. When her maths teacher found out that Charmain had delivered a baby, she asked her to come back to school. The students that year could not write their exams because of a strike. She went back to school upon being insisted by her teacher.  

Charmain went back to school in July 1993 and this marked the beginning of a new chapter in her life. She was now no longer a teenager. She was a teenage mother. She woke up every morning and use to wash the nappies for her baby. This was something different. She had never done this before. This was something different. She had to give a bathe to her baby boy, feed him and leave him at her mother’s friend’s place. Her mother’s friend used to take care of her baby boy whom she named Edwin. She used to go to school, attend classes and while coming back home used to collect Edwin from her mother’s friend’s place.   

There was nobody to support Charmain financially. With Edwin making his way into the world at the not-so-right moment, things turned more difficult for Charmin. During the weekend, Charmain used to plait the hair of people during the weekends in order to raise money to purchase stuffs for her baby. She had to purchase formula as her breasts did not produce enough milk. She had to buy clothes for the baby and also the necessary items that were crucial for the baby to survive. 
Despite the struggle, Charmain managed to pass grade eleven. Her cousin had to repeat a year as she did not pass. Even Claire’s son could not pass and had to repeat grade eleven. Claire and her sisters were furious to know that Charmain had managed to pass although she was undergoing hardships and without any sort of help. They lashed out at her. In addition to having Claire as her enemy, she now even had Claire’s sister as her enemy. This was because of sheer jealously they had against Charmain. None of them expected Charmain to clear the grade after being subjected to a lot of challenging conditions. When their children failed and Charmain managed to pass, they were shocked and got angry. Moreover, Charmain had missed classes for several months due to her pregnancy.      

Charmain’s pregnancy phase was not easy for her. Everybody told her that she could not pass two things at once. She had to clear her grade and also had to deliver the baby. Teen pregnancy is not easy. There are several complications involved that need to be dealt with. One needs to be careful during the phase. However, Charmain managed to clear both the challenges that were thrown at her. She used to meet study groups at night after delivering her baby. She used to carry the baby along as it could not be left alone at night. She was determined to clear the grade and did not take the challenge lightly. She fought hard and passed out with flying colors in both the challenges that life threw at her.  

Things at home were getting worse for Charmain and she did not know what was to be done. It was early 1994. She decided that she could no longer lead her life in miseries. She wanted a better life for herself and for her baby. She had to find a way out so that her baby would not have to go through what she experienced during her childhood. She did not want to gift her child with miseries and hardships. She wanted a better life for her baby. 

One fine day Charmain decided to have a word with her boyfriend’s cousin. She expressed her concern about the baby being taken care by different people while she was away. She was not able to offer the life that she was supposed to give to her child as a mother. She wanted her child to be grown up amidst family and be given proper care. Rose who was Justin’s cousin decided to speak to the grandmother of Charmain’s child Mrs. Dube.   

Rose explained the entire scenario to Mrs. Dube and informed her about the condition in which Charmain was taking care of the child. Mrs. Dube listened to the entire story and asked Charmain to visit her along with the child. This gave Charmain some hope and she now thought that things would get better for her and for her son. Charmain prayed to God to make sure the meeting with the grandmother of her baby went well. She thought she would come up with a solution along with the woman who shared a bond with her baby. She thought she would convince her to support her child.   
Mrs. Dube met Charmain and her grandson. Charmain told the entire story to her. This baffled her because she was not aware of the situation. She never knew the reason why Charmain did not bring the child to her father’s home. She told nothing was said to her about the child. She questioned Charmain about her schooling plan. The child was eight months old by then. Mrs. Dube agreed to keep the child while she was at school.   

Charmain was glad that her baby boy would receive the support from her father’s family unlike her who never got to see her father. Whenever she questioned her mom about her biological father, she would start crying. She did not want to hurt her mother by questioning about her father and had given up after a while. She decided to initiate a search for her father one day. She craved to know who he was and wanted to ask why he left her and her mother Gladys. Had he been with her, he could have supported Charmain with further studies. She had to begin a search for him. She could not ask her mother so she thought to ask her mother’s best friend. 
Charmain began her quest for her father and gather some information about her father. She was told that he worked in Kwelerha which was in Eastern Cape. She decided to visit the place and meet her biological father. She went to the place and questioned for her father in the place where he grew up. After asking a lot of people who lived there, she finally found a man who claimed to know her father. She was told that he was currently working in Cape Town. He assured her that he would inform her when he would be back. Charmain left the place with the hope that someday she would hear from her father. She came back and continued with her life. 
Charmain proceeded to matric level. Everything was going normal and she managed to handle things well especially with the baby coming in. She did well in her tests. Everything in her life was proceeding at a rapid pace. She thought life would now be kind to her. She dreamed of an ideal future for her son and for herself. She worked harder when her exams approached. She had to clear it with flying colors as it was her metric. Scoring well in metric exams meant a lot as it was considered to be a turning point for anybody who wanted to have a better future. She was determined that she would fare well and make a mark for herself.

During her exams, Justin passed away. She was devastated upon hearing the news. The worst thing was that he was shot by a police officer. This left her all alone in the world with a two year old baby to take care of. She wanted her baby to grow under the caring arms of her father. Although Justin had not really sheltered the baby, her baby would have known who his father was. Now, with Justin dead there was no way the baby could ever meet its father. This incident proved out to be a terrific blow to Charmain. Poverty has its own cruel ways to remind you where you belong. No matter how hard you try, the fight keeps getting harder. Charmain continued to write her exams but failed miserably. 

The event diverted Charmain’s attention and made her focus only on the negative aspect of life. She was shattered. She needed time to get herself out of the trauma. The worries of her baby’s future distracted her the entire day. She was lost in her thoughts and could barely focus on anything productive. She had to pick up a battle again. All her efforts had gone into vain as she failed matriculation exams. She had to go back to brush up her basics in order to fare well in the examination. Justin’s death impacted Charmain strongly. Though they were not married, she did love him. He was the father of her child. She was deeply hurt at how cruel life turned out to be.   

After spending a lot of time mourning over Justin’s death, Charmain went back to school the following year. She had to pick up the pieces and move on. She had to attempt matriculation exams again and pass. She tried concentrating on her studies while there were other things that kept her distracted. She tried hard to remain motivated so that she could clear the exam this time no matter how difficult things turned out to be. 

Charmain’s elder sister returned to her town from Johannesburg whom Gladys had given away to her relative. On her return, Charmain’s aunts were not really pleased. She visited Claire and others while they were at home. Claire instead of being happy after meeting her niece after several years started abusing her due to the hate she had in her heart for Gladys and her children. Things got really worse when Charmain ended up getting burnt. She tried to defend her sister when Claire attacked her elder sister with hot water. A verbal battle had started in the family home upon the return of Charmain’s sister. Claire’s son called her sister a prostitute. This was the worse he could ever get. 
The return of Charmain’s sister had triggered a tension in the family house. Her sister decided to stay with the family of her friend who resided in the same community area. Charmain could not visit her sister often because she was busy preparing for her matric exams. She had to find peaceful place to sit and calmly prepare for her exams. She studied day and night. She went through everything that she could and prepared herself well for the exams. Her efforts seemed to have materialized when she found out that she had passed the exams. She was really happy and she could not think of any moment that made her happy that day she was when she learnt that she cleared matriculation exam.
Charmain’s elder sister had started working as a domestic worker. Now, the family felt complete as all her siblings were in the same town. Charmain’s brothers had returned when she was in standard nine. They had a miserable upbringing. When they returned, they told her stories about how they were treated by the person who had actually taken them so that he would care for them. They were denied education and were instead asked to look after cows and ships. If accidentally, they ended up missing a cow, then they had to sleep in the bush. They were not allowed into the house if they returned home with even a single cow missing. Claire had not permitted them to reside in the family house when they had turned up. This made them go to their mother Gladys who was living in a shack. One of the brothers used to sell vegetables and the older one worked as a taxi driver. With time, Charmain’s younger brother grew mentally perturbed due to poverty and ended up being killed by one of the member in the community. The murderer still walks free and fearless in the streets of Mdantsane.      

Life had now opened up a broader segment to explore for Charmain. After clearing matriculation successfully, she had plans to secure an admission in universities so that she could continue her education and step into the professional world with a very strong hold. She had moved into her mother’s place. She lived their along with her husband as well as her two brothers. She had to accommodate her son as well in one bedroom shack as she was not yet sound financially. She needed some sort of support until she could figure out something. She would also have to save money for further education and this would not be possible without any form of support from her family. She could not continue staying at her family home especially after the incident that happened between her and Claire’s son. She had determined never to go back to her family home.

Charmain managed to survive somehow for a couple of days. It was proving out to be difficult for her to stay in the one room shack. She knew that once she enrolled herself at any university, she would require certain amount of privacy to focus on the studies. This was not possible staying in a one room shack with four other grown up individuals who needed privacy for themselves too. Luckily, Charmain was called by Justin’s sister to help her out with her newborn. She left her mother’s house and started assisting Justin’s sister for almost two years. She had more room to breathe there. 

Time passed and Charmain wanted to get serious about her university applications. As she had moved out of the time to offer assistance, she had no way to apply for course work over there. To her surprise, she received a call from Claire’s son. He wanted her to come back home and apologized to her for his rude behaviour and his ways. Her heart melted at her cousin being nice to her for the first time in her time. This was something that had never happened before. She returned back to the family home. She noticed a difference in behaviour in her cousin after she came back. He tried everything to protect his cousin Charmain. There had been a radical change in his behaviour since Charmain left. During the course of time he realized that Charmain had always been protective of her family and did everything possible to help the family in her own ways. Claire’s son realized that he had been shrewd and vowed to revive his ways and the manner in which he treated her cousin. He was ashamed of his deeds and pledged never to repeat them again. 

Charmain was back to the town where she grew up. She was in a fix because she did not have any sort of career guidance. She had been applying to universities for procuring a professional degree in nursing. A lot of money could be made by having a professional degree in nursing. One can start earning in this professional sector even while they are studying. She applied to universities but never received any sort of reply about admission into the course. She continued with her piece jobs but had not given up hope of making into a university. She received incredible support from her child’s grandmother. Her child’s grandmother supported both Charmain and her child. 

It was 1997 and Charmain was determined about making into the university. She knew that she would gain an entry into a professional course as she had support from her child’s grandmother. However, life wanted to take a different course. Mrs. Dube was struck by a stroke and she passed away the very same month. This incident left Charmain crippled. Everything was proceeding well in her life and then she had to go through a rough patch. But they say when everything seems to be closing down in life, you just need to find a ray of hope and just believe that things would certainly change for sure. 

Thebe who was Charmain’s son’s uncle stepped in to offer support to her. He took care of his nephew and secured him admission in one of the best schools in the town. He paid the entire fees and took care of his food, clothing and school transportation. Charmain found herself a job as a domestic worker. She had to bring her life back onto track. She used to wear the gowns of the owner where she used to work. She was determined to make it big no matter how difficult things turned out to be in life. She lighted candles and prayed that one day she would manage to get a gown for herself from her money.   
Charmain’s mother had been a domestic worker all her life. Claire and her elder sister had as well served as domestic workers and not she had managed to be one. She was tired of how things were shaping up in life and how even she ended up being one despite being exceptionally well at academics. This was not the kind of life she had envisioned for herself. She wanted to grow above the shackles of poverty stricken life. She pledged that she would remove herself from the chain of poverty. She knew there was a way and she needed to find out the right track. 

It was 1998. A lot of time had passed and still there was no ray of hope in the life of Charmain. She was looking for things to pick a pace in life until one day she received a message that her father was back in town and had requested to see her. This made her jump with joy and she quickly came up with a plan to visit the village where her biological father lived. When she reached the village, her father’s house had been flocked with people of the village. She was amazed at finding people gathered in her father’s house and wondered what he was up to. She had never seen her father before and always wondered what it would be like to grow up under the caring eyes of a father.
Amidst the crowd, she saw a man of a tall stature. She felt an instant connection with him. He was wearing beige shorts and had paired it with a golden shirt. He carried an Ericson cell phone in his hand and appeared to hail from an affluent family. Charmain was not alone. She was accompanied by the father of her mother’s friend who had helped her track down her father. He belonged to the same village as her father’s.  Upon reaching her father’s place, Charmain greeted the people and was asked to take a seat. She was really excited as she believed that patching bonds with her father would put an end to the miseries of her life. She thought that finally she would be able to put an end to the misery and would be able to go to university. She would be able to take care of her mother, siblings and son after she would pass out of the university with a professional degree in nursing. She believed she could achieve everything after receiving a little bit of support from her father.   
Charmain looked at her father and her eyes filled with tears. She wanted him to initiate a conversation. The man whom she assumed to be her father spoke to her finally. But the words that came out of his mouth did not comfort her. He questioned Charmain as to why he chose him to be her father. Charmain was baffled as she could not decipher the meaning behind the words of this man. She had not plotted to turn somebody as her father. She went looking for her father only upon receiving the information from her mother’s friend. She was perplexed at whatever the man was saying. 

The man had his hands in his pockets and spoke in a firm voice. He pointed at Charmain and spoke with an angry tone. He questioned her that why her mother never brought Charmain to him while she was young. Now Charmain realized the true reason behind why the villagers had been gathered at her father’s place. He wanted to deny that Charmain was his daughter and this was the sole reason why he gathered people. A caring father would have come running and would have hugged his daughter after seeing her after several years. But that did not happen.
Charmain started sobbing after hearing poisonous words from the mouth of her father. She fought back her tears hard. Charmain apologized for her inability to answer all his questions. She said that all she wanted to know from him was whether he really was Charmain’s father or not. Charmain’s voice trembled as she struggled to force words out of her mouth. She experienced unbearable pain and felt humiliated. There sat an old man beside her who was wearing a green overall. He kept telling her father, Pat, not to hurt his own daughter with his words. It was Pat’s father and Charmain’s grandfather. Pat told his father that Charmain was not his daughter. He told him that he did not have any children and further added that poor, hungry people like Charmain were behind his money. Charmain got furious at his words. She got up and asked him whether he knew her or not.        

The man grew more and more audacious and was determined to wound Charmain with his words. The man said that he knew Charmain’s mother well. He said that Gladys was skilled at running behind people who had money. He said that Charmain was not his daughter. He in fact told that he did not have children at all. Charmain ran to the bus stop upon hearing her father’s words. She was so devastated that she sobbed all her way to East London town. From there she reached her home and never informed her mother about the incident that took place between her and her father. 
Charmain’s hopes had been crushed by life. She felt shattered after what her father did to her. He never accepted her to be his daughter. She was deeply wounded and did not know who to share her feelings with. She was hurt by her own father. He disowned her and nothing seemed to be more disgusting that this. She thought once she reunited with her father, things would take a turn for better. But her dreams did not materialize. They were shattered and she did not know how to mend her broken heart and her dreams. She could not hold on to the grief forever. She had to make a move and come up with a solid plan to fix things in her life and assume her responsibility of being a daughter, sister and a mother. 

Charmain continued with her life and decided to forget whatever happened with her father. She wanted to close that chapter forever from her memory. She no longer expected any sort of help from him and decided to take charge of her own life. She knew she was all alone but her dreams had not yet deserted her. She knew she had to do something about them. She wanted to be known as an educated scholar. It was her dream to make it big in her life and grow above poverty. She wanted to be respected and lead a life of dignity. She was determined that she would make it big in her life whether or not she received help from somebody. 
After being rejected by her father, Charmain had realized what reality meant. Her mother had suffered all her life and this opened her eyes. She did not want her son to suffer like she had to all her life. She wanted to give him a better life. She started looking for ways through which she would break the bonds of poverty that ran in her entire family. She decided that she had to start somewhere. There seemed to be no other option apart from working as a domestic worker again.  

When Charmain assumed the role of a domestic worker, things turned worse. The man who was taking care of her son passed away. This left her heart broken. She now had nobody else to take care of her son. Her son was in standard one and there was not anybody else who could support his studies apart from her. She decided to find a way out. She went to meet the principal of the school where her son studied. She tried to explain her scenario to the principal and said that it was not possible for her to pay the fees as her salary was not decent and the school was quite expensive. 
Charmain used to wear the gowns that her bosses had given to her. She used to wear their graduation gowns. She used to light candles, kneel down and pray that one day she would wear her own graduation gown. Things were now proving out to be difficult for her as her previous boss did not treat her well. She had to quite the job and started selling deodorants at the church. She used to purchase them from East London town. She used to bring them to her own town and sell them for a decent earning. Once fine day, when she went to the town to purchase them, they got sold out. This left her frustrated as this was the only way in which she could pay the fees of her son.  

Frustrated Charmain was walking back when she heard somebody call her name. She turned around to find out who called her. It was an old friend of her who used to offer her life from the bus stop to the place where she used to work as a domestic worker. Her name was Olivia and she quite a friendly person. Olivia asked Charmain how she was and also enquired what she was doing those days. Olivia said that she was about to quit her job and wanted to refer somebody for her position before she left. Charmain told Olivia that she was not doing anything apart from selling deodorants at the church. She just managed to make money to pay for her son’s lunch and school transport. She shared her contact number to Olivia and she promised to call her back with further information.

After a couple of hours from meeting Olivia, Charmain received Olivia’s boss. The boss asked her to join immediately. She had been taken to a big mall where she had to ensure that the male and female toilets were cleaned appropriately. She had to ensure that the toilet supplies like toilet rolls were stocked. She had to mop the floors of the bathroom with the use of a heavy mop. She had difficulties initially but later managed to use it with ease. After a week of serving at the mall, Charmain was taken in as a permanent employee that made her colleagues envy her more. She started cleaning houses, offices, small companies and toilets. She had to make money for the sake of her son. She wanted him to lead a decent life and did not want him to struggle because of poverty. She wanted him to perform well at academics and need not worry about the struggles that his mother was facing. She wanted Edwin, her son to excel at all spheres of his life. Charmain knew that she had to offer him education so that he could perform well in his life. 

Life proceeded and things seemed to get better. But this did not last for long. She was accused of stealing money from one of the offices where she worked as a cleaner. She was stripped naked in the toilets and was asked to take out the rubbish from the plastic bags with her hand. She was asked to double check so that she had not been hiding money anywhere. After an hour of looking for the lost money, the owner noticed that Sizi a woman who also worked over there had the money hidden under her blouse. Sizi was the culprit but Charmain was accused of being a thief. She felt humiliated although the owner apologized later for what Charmain had to go through.
Charmain was depressed after the humiliation that she had to go through. She started telling her friends that she no longer belonged to the place after being ill-treated by the owners. She told that she would leave working there soon and would go to university to study. The people who worked along with her laughed at her and said that she was a day dreamer. They thought it was practically impossible for her to pay for her university fees especially when she struggled to pay for the ends meet and moreover she had the responsibility of her son’s education. 

Charmain had saved some money after working day and night. She resigned from the office after she received university admission letter. She had been admitted for the course of BSc. She did not know what the course covered but she decided to take up the course although she had doubts. When people came to know that that she had secured admission in the university, they tried to create fear in Charmain’s mind. They tried to kill Charmain’s self esteem by telling that Charmain did not deserve it.    
Charmain had paid everything for her son’s schooling. She had the desire to go to the university and continue her education. She tried to talk to few people who could help her with the process and also with the registration fees. However, people tried to deny offering any sort of help to her. She borrowed a small amount of money from her ex boss where she worked as a cleaner in the company. She lied saying that she needed money to purchase books or her son. She sold her cell phone and got cash in return. She received money from Simango’s family whom she knew really well. She used the money that she received from her cousin for her to and fro transportation to the university. She had still fallen short of cash. This was when Judyth, her cousin helped her to borrow money from her friend. 

Charmain tried day and night to manage fees for her education. She used to visit church to pray and to clean the whole premises herself in the hope that God would see how badly she wanted to go to the university to continue her education. Charmain had a long break of attending school after she cleared her matric exams. It had been eight years since she cleared her exams. Her aunt gave her some money for the transportation to the university. She went to the University for the Registration. Her aunt had packed six cross buns and a liter of milk for her. 

Stepping into the university was a new chapter in Charmain’s life. She had high hopes from her university course and she knew that once she passed out with a professional degree, she would never have to look back in life. It marked the beginning of a beautiful life. She had packed her clothes in a red and a white bag which had “arrive alive” written on it. The words gave her hope and fuelled her dreams. Gladys, Charmain’s mom was living at her place during the time and she was quite sick. She was concerned about Charmain and asked her how she would survive over there and what would she eat. 
Charmain understood the concerns of her mother. She assured her mother that God would guide her all along as he did all this time in her life. She consoled her mother with her words and left for the university. The registration process lasted for an entire week and throughout this period she survived with a liter of milk and six cross buns. She went back home after the registration at the university was over. She used her sister’s overall and used it as a lab coat. She did not have anything at the university. She had no provisions to manage for food. She did not have any curtains in her room. She could not afford a bedding as well. In order to survive, Charmain had to figure out a way. She helped other students to plait their hair so that she could survive during her university days.  
Charmain had to struggle a lot. She could not cope up with the studies because of the long break that she had in her studies. Her failure in the first test did not discourage her. She struggled day and night until everything was alright in her life. While preparing for the examination, her mother Gladys passed away because of her illness. She went home to attend her mother’s burial. After the entire process was done, she returned back to the university within two days to complete her examination. She failed in a module and had to take up a supplementary examination. She passed the examination with distinction.       

Charmain was determined and did not give up hope. It was her strong desire to excel in life and break the shackles of poverty that took her ahead in her life. While her mom passed away, she was helped by a woman whom she once helped to clean the house. The woman used to offer her pocket money when Charmain worked for her. Charmain had performed really well at her academics despite the hardships. NSFAS decided to fund Charmain’s fees. She no longer had to plait the hair of fellow students. She had more time to now focus on her studies. 

After devotion, dedication and determination demonstrated by Charmain, she graduated in 2008 from the university with an excellent track record. She started working for a company called Business Connection as an intern. She was later put on probation. She had to get a driver’s license but she failed the driving test. She did not give up. She took up the position that was offered to her at that instant. She started working as a helpdesk agent. After three years of being a contractor, she secured a permanent position as a Desktop Support Engineer. She resigned after two years of serving for the company and joined another company called Dimension Data as a Desktop Engineer. She served the company for almost three years as an engineer. She resigned later without a job in hand. She was later employed by a company called Direct Axis where she was employed as a software engineer. She is still employed with the company and is performing exceedingly well.   

Charmain’s hard work and all her struggles now seemed to be bearing fruits. She had seen the hardships in her life and she had done what nobody in her family succeeded in doing. She was a graduate and had established herself successfully as a software engineer after accumulating years of experience after her graduation. This was an achievement of its own kind. Her spirit refused to give in during the turbulent times. She had attained what was considered to be unattainable. She was leading a successful life and had managed to break the shackles of poverty in which she lived her childhood. Her mom had suffered all her life in poverty and her father denied to accept her to be his blood. Despite the hardships and the humiliation she faced from the society, from her own family, friends and colleagues, Charmain never bowed down to pressure. 

Charmain’s never-say-die attitude had managed to create history in her family life. She was leading a respectable and decent life after serving as a cleaner and a domestic help. People usually quite fighting their fate and accept whatever that comes their way when they start facing difficulties in life. They find it difficult to fight back when they are under extreme poverty. But Charmain was an epitome of bravery. While people get scared after facing small issues in life, she fought the toughest battles in her life and emerged as a winner. She had won. She had defeated poverty and managed to free herself and her son from its cruel clutches. She did it. She created a beautiful future for her son Edwin who meant the world to her. He would now be able to lead a life filled with dignity and dreams. He could dare to dream and achieve it. After all he had Charmain’s blood gushing through his veins. He could never fail. 

After completing her graduation, Charmain went back to look for her younger sister Laina who had been given away by her mother Gladys when she was six months old. She initiated a hunt for her. People told her different stories about where she went. She did not give up. It was in Charmain’s nature not to bow down to circumstances and difficulties. She continued the search for her sister Laina until she found her finally. She brought her home but she was upset that she could not introduce Laina to her mo Gladys. It was too late as she passed away a while ago. Gladys had given away to poverty and depression that she experienced in life. Charmain had spent some time with her mother in her life. Laina had been unfortunate as she could not. She did not even know how her mother looked like nor did she have any memories of her.

Gladys lived in a shack during her last days while Charmain studied at the university. When she had been admitted in the hospital, none of her family members visited her. Gladys’s sisters were not beside her when she breathed her last. She used to get food from a friend who helped her during her last days in poverty. She led a miserable life. But she had given up to the challenges that life threw at her. She accepted that is was her fate to be born poor. But Charmain was not a loser. She never gave away to the turmoil and the torture. Who could be blamed for Gladys death? It was poverty that killed her mercilessly. Poverty tortured her and subjected her to extreme situations in her life. It had turned her vulnerable. After suffering from hunger, humiliation, lack of love and support, Gladys had no desire to live or to fight back in her life. 
Gladys had been surrounded with poverty. It had imprisoned her and chained her. It destroyed all her hopes of coming out of it and to breathe free. Poverty robbed her of her happiness and paralysed her mind. She could not think of anything positive. It suffocated her all her life by making you go through bad circumstances. When you are under extreme poverty, even your blood turns against you. It takes away all your desires to excel in life. It would break you into pieces. It would destroy your dreams and fill negativity in your life. When you are born under poverty, you are subjected to misery and unbearable pain wherever you go. It comes up with ways to disgrace you and torment you. 

There have been cases of utter poverty where people have given up their lives as they were unable to bear the pain that they were being subjected to. All people need in life is the basic necessities. When poverty denies you basic things in life, you have no way but to fight for them. Many die in this struggle of making their ends meet. When people are born in poverty, it is hard for them to even pay for their food. Many a times they have to go to bed on an empty stomach. When people who are living in extreme poverty cannot even pay for their food, how can one expect them to pay for the schooling of their children? When people cannot pay for their children’s schooling, then they would not be available to ever rise above the shackles of poverty. 

There are a few people who try to grow beyond their circumstances. But the path is not an easy one. They have to face a lot of circumstances where they are subjected to pain, miseries, humiliation, and accused of being thieves and a lot more. People never look at such people with respect. They are treated as unwanted and people never let them excel in whatever they try to do. They are trapped in a cycle of unfortunate circumstances until they push themselves really hard and make poverty bow down to their fighting spirit.    

Wherever life persists, there persists death. Life knows no peace. It knows violence and war. It shows you what hatred is when you are born in utter poverty. Poverty shows you no light but pushes you in darkness. It knows no joy but knows only sorrow. Poverty shows you no beauty. All it does it show you its ugly side. It shows you that in life there are no friends but only enemies.    

Poverty employs its powerful tools called hatred and fear and makes a poor person dwell in darkness. The past comes alive when you live in darkness and shows you that there is no way out. Once you are pushed in darkness, you would not be able to grow about it. You would lose all hope and determination to rise above the fear and create something for yourself. Poverty distracts you and makes you lose focus. It misguides you during the process so that whatever you take up, it does not make sense to you or to anybody else.

Poverty blinds you and strips you of everything that you have including your respect. It owns you and would do anything to let you remain in its shackles and die in it. However, poverty was unsuccessful in retaining Charmain in its clutches. She fought it hard and defeated it in its intentions. Poverty had experienced a defeat and Charmain was the one who showed poverty what it meant to fight back and emerge as a winner.     
                                                               ****

Nobody wants to clean toilets or nobody wants to wash the dishes at the house of one’s neighbour. One is forced to choose these sources so that they can make a living out of these jobs. Being a gardener has to be out of choice. Not because you have been pushed into it by the circumstances that life has presented to you. A profession always has to be chosen and not to be pushed into. Cleaning the toilets in the malls and walking around with the rubbish in the black plastic bags is not something that one takes up by choice. It is chosen because of the money promised in such tasks. Have you come across anybody saying that cleaning toilets is a respectable task? If so, why do not people step into such activities with a smile on their face? People are pushed into such tasks as they are left with no choice.

Has anybody wondered about the causes and effects of poverty? There are several issues associated with it such as illness, thirst and hunger. These are both the effects and causes of poverty. Have you thought about it? For instance, if one does not have access to water then it implies that they are poor. But being poor as well implies that one cannot afford to have food and water for themselves and for their family. These are the key parameters that define poverty and it is evident from life of Charmain that majorly her entire family battled for food and shelter. Imagine people living in urban areas have so many issues living in spaces that are clumsy. They wish to have more open space when it comes to renting apartments. They look for amenities that offer luxury. What about poor people? They have to live wherever they can find shelter. If they cannot afford a place of their own, they look to neighbours, family and friends for help. The best thing is that despite people do not have a palace for themselves; they try to accommodate people in their shack. Imagine how four or five people manage to live in a one bed room house. Forget having separate bathroom and kitchen. Shelter is what people are looking for. 

Have you imagined how hard it is for children to grow up in such an environment? How would one expect them to even fare well in schools if they actually make it to one?  The effects demonstrated by poverty are interrelated.  No one effect can exist alone. Sanitation issues make it easy for the diseases to spread. Being subjected to lack of water and hunger makes it possible for people to become more vulnerable to diseases. This only sends out a message that there is no way out and poverty stricken people get struck in a cycle. Unfortunate cycles of events kick in and they keep battling with such circumstances all their lives. 
The communities that are impoverished are subjected to discrimination and this pushes them further in the lower strata of the society. Have you ever taken out some time in figuring out what is the reason for crime in slums and similar areas? Crime varies with space and time. The criminal activities are low in specific areas and they are at peak in other. If a trend is noted there exists a huge difference in both these areas when it comes to the distribution of the wealth. A detailed study of regions where crime has been concentrated would reveal that poverty is one of the key reasons why people tend to take up criminal activities. People are lured into such activities as they are promised money to feed their family.
If Charmain’s story is observed closely, how did Justin die? Have you wondered why her brother was shot down? The reasons are unknown but these hint that poverty had its role to play in their death. Either they were pushed into criminal activities or were the victims of the acts associated with crime. Charmain was never shot down. Why? She was never a part of such activities. However, the people who were dear to her heart met a tragic end. 

Unquestionably, crime is one of the key effects triggered by poverty. Uneducated children and adults are pushed into criminal activities in neighbourhoods that are impoverished. Poverty has a proven track record for nurturing criminal activities and unemployment. This further pushes people getting their hands dirty into a chronic poverty that has a great potential to last forever and keep a person shackled to it.    

What can be done to solve issues that are associated with poverty? Any problem can be solved when there is an in-depth vision and more detailed insight into the cycle that is triggered by poverty. Only a study can help in knowing the impact that criminal activities have on various communities as well as the environment in which the people of the community are dwelling in.  

There is not any shadow of doubt that unemployment has a major role to play in pushing people to criminal activities. When people do not have sufficient income to support themselves and people who are dependent on them, they indulge in burglary and small thefts. These activities do not in any manner promote violence. These activities arise due to unemployment, social exclusion and income inequalities. 
Poverty traps people in vicious cycles and turns them into handicaps for a lifetime. The troubles get promoted from generation to generation. Child labor and lack of education are few of the hereditary plagues that are triggered by poverty. Lack of hygiene, the spread of diseases and child labor which the children step in for supporting their family are all the effects of poverty. Very low income or unemployment forcibly results in conditions owing to which the children never make it to school. Even if they do, they either have to drop out if their parents fail to pay the fees eventually or they end up not performing well in academics because of the hardships that they are facing in life. Charmain had to go through phases where despite being brilliant she failed in academics. She was perturbed by circumstances that either resulted due to her indulgence in child labor or due to the complicated situations at home.    

There are several other plagues that are triggered into the impoverished societies due to poverty. Substance and alcohol abuse is a destructing habit. People think this is a way in which they can cope up with despair and the amount of stress that they are dealing in their everyday life. However, these are not the solutions to eradicate poverty. 
Even if people grow above the situations in life and start working, they may be subjected to crippling accidents owing to the working environments that were not safe. People do work in factories where heavy machineries operate. Have you not heard of cases where a factory worker fell into molten steel? What a tragic end did that soul witness! Labours working in factories are subjected to hazards such as pesticide poisoning, lead poisoning, chronic breathing issues and a lot more because safety is not prioritized by many small factory owners. All they want is to get their task done at cheaper rates and they do not end up compromising with the life of the workers. Poor living and housing conditions are considered to be a major cause of diseases. The poor are subjected to diseases that are associated with water and food. This is because the poor cannot afford foods that are labelled to be safe by the health organizations.

Poverty is the key precursor for threats and social tensions in any nation. This tears the nation and creates regions of inequalities. The major one being income inequality. Whenever wealth in a nation is not distributed equally amongst the people, the nation experiences a break down and this leads to the development of slums and hinders the economic and social progress of such nations. 

Of all the effects of poverty, child poverty is the gruesome one. Children are the powerless victims of poverty. The percentage of children that were affected by poverty has only grown in number over time. Children are actually the ones who are not presented with any kind of choice when it comes to what can happen to them. They cannot help their family come out of the tragic poverty cycles. They should not even be pushed to labor to make money for the family. They need to be offered support and care till they get the chance to stand on their own feet. If there is something that poverty impacts the most, then it is the lives of children.   

Lack of basic services, unemployment and poor infrastructure clearly reflects on the lives of children in the form of malnutrition, lack of education, child labor, prone to diseases and subjected to violence outside and at home. Charmain’s childhood was not free of these things. She was malnourished and was a victim of violence at her family home. She had to work to earn her lunch from a very young age. She did piece jobs after school so that her brothers could have something to eat. Later she worked as a seller at the highway so that she could contribute to her family home in some manner and not have to live in guilt that she was proving out to be a burden on her aunts. 

Poverty affects the development of children and also nurtures an antisocial behaviour within them. This in a manner offers them the psychological protection against the environment around them that is quite hostile. Social exclusion and discrimination pushes the children to turn aggressive and makes them lose self control in the events that are quite stressful. When people take advantage of little children during their childhood days, they find it difficult to come up with a way to deal with the conflicts in a constructive manner.   
As the children grow, their behaviour is found to be more deep-rooted into their personality and it becomes impossible to recover. This shows that it is quite important for the action to be taken in improving the living conditions of the children especially as they are the future of a nation. Government and non-governmental organizations should step in to offer assistance to students that fail to make it to the schools and have to struggle all their life to support their families. A social environment has a key role to play in developing the effects of a poverty stricken life.   

Charmain struggled during her childhood to get any form of financial support to secure an admission into a university. She received financial aid at a later stage where more than half of the battle had been won by her alone. When there is help available, a lot can be done. Had she had any form of support, her life would have been different. She would not have been a victim of abuse at her school or at the places that she worked. She would have had a respectable life at the early stages and this would have made her life a less traumatic one. The situations just go out of control when no form of help is available from anybody. She had borrowed a lot of money for her university registration. People seldom get help from others when they are known to be from a poverty ridden background. It becomes difficult to free oneself from the title that they are from a household that has been stuck with poverty.  
Poverty is cruel. The effects magnify when one is a woman. Situations worsen when a family is being run by a single parent and become more vulnerable when it is being run by a woman. They are pressurized to feed the cycle of poverty by living in the harsh conditions with their children. They are forced into activities to raise their children and to free themselves from the clutches of evil effects of poverty. Charmain’s mother Gladys is a classic example of this. She strived all her life but had to give up owing to the circumstances that were presented to her by poverty. She was barely able to support herself and had to give away her children to families who used her children to do their chores and support the family at a very young age. Charmain’s brothers had been denied food and shelter when they failed to do the task that they had been asked to. Charmain had to go to sleep on an empty stomach when she failed to complete the tasks that her aunts had assigned to her. 
Women need to fight against poverty by empowering themselves. If they would not then their entire family would be pushed into a chain of extreme poverty. Charmain’s efforts offered a better life to her son Edwin. It was because of her struggles he was able to experience a childhood that Charmain never had. He went to a good school and never had to do piece jobs for lunch or to support his mother. Charmain never let him see the ugly side of life. Women have a significant impact in their household and in educating their children. They need to be empowered to overcome child deaths due to lack of sanitation, improper water or food.    

There was nobody to support Charmain in her struggles. Had she had any kind of support she would have done wonders. She would not have to wait for eight years to continue her education and to secure a professional degree. She did not have anybody backing her up although help came in the end when she had to borrow money. That is not considered to be a support. She repaid the money once she was well settled in her career and as well did more than she could to help the people who once were kind to her.

Poverty and bad environment are often related to go hand in hand. Poverty has got nothing to do when it comes to creating an impact on the environment. You would have seen children playing around the wastage dumps. They were not the reason for the creation of the dumps. These come from the households in the urban areas and these children are forced to live in such unhygienic conditions. Nobody claims the land where the wastage from the entire town is dumped. This is where the poor people built their shacks and lead their lives. Charmain and her siblings had to eat food from such dumps during her childhood when they failed to get the leftovers from the place where her mother Gladys worked as a domestic worker. Poverty stricken people are forced to survive on leftovers as they cannot afford proper food for themselves.

The most painful thing is that people eating the leftovers from the dumps are more subjected to diseases. A better management of resources and good governance can eliminate the serious issues that are associated with dump disposal. Food insecurity and high rate unemployment makes it difficult for such people to afford for any form of medication. They cannot even think of visiting doctors or opt for a less costly therapy as each penny means a lot to them. 

Available of free treatments does not make things any easier for poor people. If there is help available, people have issues in accessing them. They need to walk to the local hospitals as they cannot afford any form of transportation which is practically not possible when one is ill. These institutions are mostly located far from the areas where most of the poor reside. They dismiss an appointment with a doctor as they cannot afford for extra cost for transportation.   

If this is not enough, there are people who just end up stopping their medications so that they could receive some form of disability grant. People resort to such techniques to get financial aid in any possible manner. Gladys mother had been involved in an accident case and she struggled hard in order to manage to get money from the incident in order to support her children. There are several situations where people play with their lives to get financial aid. This proves out to a profitable action for the poor as the money they would receive by doing so would be more than what they can make. When it comes to making a choice between health and money, the poor always give the topmost priority to the money as they battle all their lives for it. Health is not something that poor take seriously.    
Health is the primary things that every individual on this planet must be concerned about. The next key thing is education that is crucial to end the cycle of poverty. But is it really possible to perform well at studies especially when your family is going through times that are turbulent? Poverty has a great impact on classroom engagement and this was evident from how Charmain’s studies were greatly impacted owing to the tough circumstances in her life. There are several reasons why students who hail from households with a low income have a lot to cope up with owing to their struggles.     

When children from low income families go to school, they find it really difficult to adjust with other students. They find it really difficult to blend with other students out there in school because of the difference in their family backgrounds. They are constantly being reminded that they hail from a background that is not doing well and are subjected to pressure. They hate the comparisons and wonder why it is so hard for them to mingle with other students. The parents from well to do background often ask their children not to be friends with students in their classes who are from family that are not doing good. This is all about the mindset. 
The mindset of people and their attitude towards poor should change. Poverty is not a word that makes people comfortable. It is not something that they choose for themselves. They are just born poor and teachers have a key role to play in breaking the barriers that exists between the rich and the poor students. In fact, the truth is that students are students and they are neither rich nor poor. Just because one hails from a different background does not imply that they need to be treated any differently. 

Teachers can step in such situations and try to bridge the gap that exists between students. They need to unite them and offer a platform that makes them believe that they are all equal. This would promote courage in the minds of children who do not hail from backgrounds that are struck by poverty. If people are born in families where it is even hard to pay for food does not imply that they cannot dream of educating their children. The government does offer concession to such students in their fees and they can make it to the schools. Education is the only way the barriers between the rich and poor can be broken with.
Children whose families suffer in poverty have issues engaging in school. There are several differences that a child witnesses in the school which should be mitigated with a little help from the teachers. The teachers should take out some time in order to know their children. They need to connect with their students. Charmain’s teacher did this and supported her a lot. Without her help and guidance, it would not have been possible for her to clear her matriculation exams. Charmain’s teacher took a lot of interest in her and spent some time on her activities in order to ensure that she was on the right track. She deserves an ovation for saving a life. She had a role to play in kicking Charmain out from the world of poverty by showing her the right path. She was not with Charmain all along. But she contributed a bit. She made sure that Charmain stopped her piece jobs and focused more on her studies. She even made sure that Charmain completed her matriculation exams after her pregnancy. The woman certainly had a role to play and this took Charmain to new heights. If there are more teachers like that then poverty can be eradicated from the roots. 

Educating children and offering them a better platform can serve as the crucial parameter in eliminating the negative effects of poverty. The teachers need to focus on the health and nutrition especially with a lot of programs going on in the world where the children in school are offered free meals at school. Poor people do not have time to have a proper diagnosis of them done or they do not have time to exercise. Prompt and appropriate medical attention is a missing factor in their lives. If schools can come up with provisions where the children are given a proper health check up on an annual basis, then this can prove out to be immensely beneficial. 

Nutrition has a key role to play. Children growing up in poor households consume foods that have low nutritional value. Most of the time they consume food that is stale. Skipping food negatively impacts the health of such children and as well impacts academic achievements. Diminished health and poor nutrition does not let students perform well at their academics. They find it difficult to grasp the concepts or to focus on anything. Their reading skills are greatly impacted and as well as there is a change in their behaviour in comparison to other students who are from well to do families. 

Poverty needs to be rooted out or there will be more sufferers. Charmain did manage to find a way out from the scenarios that life presented to her. But is it possible for others to fight this hard? People give up when they find out that no help would come to them. They start considering it their fate when they are presented with challenging situations in their lives. They stop fighting. One can only fight when there is somebody to offer assistance or some kind of help.
There are several tutors who are of the assumption that the children from poor backgrounds are slump, put in little efforts and are slouch which is not true. Charmain had her own reasons for not performing well in her examinations. Her reasons were valid. She was bogged down with circumstances. Few teachers have a negative attitude towards students who hail from a poor background. They think that the children are lazy because their parents are. The truth is that children from families that are not performing well work as much as their parents do. Laziness is not something that is passed on from parents to their children in their genes. Have you heard of anything as such? This is rubbish and people should change this attitude. 

Claire had this habit of blaming Charmain that she was lazy like her mother when she failed to complete the tasks that were assigned to her. It was not something that had been passed on to her by her mother. She had issues to deal with owing to which she managed to fail in completing her tasks. There were circumstances that made Charmain perform badly at academics. However, she did try to cope up with things. Lack of optimism and hope can rob motivation in children. Financial hardships and low socioeconomic status result in depressive behaviour in children. Charmain was no free from it. She was subjected to depression at a very young age. She had to go through it a lot when she had to be alone in her family house with her mother. She experienced it when she had to sleep on an empty stomach. She was subjected to it when her aunts gave her cold treatment. She faced it when she was bearing her child with no form of support. She faced it when Justin died. She faced it when her father refused to call her his daughter. She faced while working in malls and while being subjected to humiliation at her workplace. She faced it all her life. She had to face it all through her life. 

Helplessness and depression only add to depression and stress in life of a person born in utter poverty. Lack of motivation at home is the key reason why students fail to perform well in life. They do not have an encouraging environment at home. It is the role of teacher to step up in such cases. Their words of concern can offer what the children fail to receive from their struggling households. 

Growth in the mind set and giving hope can work out to be a powerful weapon in killing poverty. When people are born in a low socioeconomic environment they tend to associate only negativity when it comes to the picture of their future. They only bother about the negative that could happen and do not bother to focus on things that can turn out to be positive. With their negative mindset, people are struck with the chain of negativity and never come out of it. Rather, they do not want to come out of it because they think that are destined to live in the cycle of poverty and helplessness.  
Poverty makes people have low expectations from life and also with the outcomes of the future. This was evident when people laughed at Charmain when she shared her dreams with them. The co-workers at her place made fun of her and called her a day dreamer when she shared with them that she wanted to enrol in a university and get a professional degree that would change her life and circumstances forever. Charmain was aware that her path would not be devoid of challenging circumstances. But this did not deter her. She knew that there would be struggles and she would have had to deal with them in a matured way. She could not run from them. Running from them only meant that she was turning her back to her dreams and a beautiful, respectable life. Charmain never gave her hope nor did she paint a negative future for herself. She did what people failed to do in her vicinity. She dared to dream of a beautiful life. She had a positive attitude when it came to learning and took everything up in her life in the hope that one day she would make it to where she wanted to be despite the delays.  

It was Charmain’s positive mind set and her determination not to give up hope took her to great heights. She witnessed something that nobody in her family had managed to witness. Low performance and failure did not bother her. She knew that if she demonstrated persistence and patience she would succeed in her life and attain what she always dreamt of. To achieve anything in life, one needs to dream. Despite failures, if you never give up, you never fail. Once you give up hope, it implies that you have failed in life. 

It would not be wrong to call Charmain an epitome of courage. She did what others in her family failed to do. While others gave away to pressure, Charmain refused to give up. When the experiences in one’s life are chaotic or there is an absence of any one of the parents or both from the life of a child, then the child grows up to be stressed and insecure. An estimate reveals that more than three quarters of children who hail from families that have fallen prey to poverty have no care giver or even if they have then the parents are single. This impacts the growth of a child more. Charmain’s mother Gladys was stressed about offering her children food, housing, schooling and healthcare. When Charmain was left at her grandmother’s place, the burden was on her aunts who had turned grumpy and never gave her any positive words of encouragement. They were themselves stressed and fed up of poverty and its unkind ways.  

The probability of failure at academics and dropping out of school increases with the children being subjected to more and more relational adversity and challenging circumstances of life. Charmain had to take a break of eight years before she actually enrolled herself at the university. With her father being absent and her mother being the single caretaker, her life was uncertain and unstable. She lacked a role model in her life. Jeff did walk into her life and filled the vacuum in her life for a while but that did not last for long. When there are two care takers for children, their lives automatically turns luxurious because when one parent is busy, or at work or stressed overly, the other one can always be there for children. This acts as a stabilizing force for the children and motivates them to perform well in life. It becomes really challenging for children to grow up in an environment and thrive when they grown up in households where they lack sufficient support and role models to motivate them. 

Low income parents care about offering schooling, shelter and manage to procure food for their children. This becomes their goals and they do not care about other things. All their aim for is to offer them the basic necessities and many a times they struggle through these. Gladys fought hard to support her children but she failed. She left her children with her relatives with an aim of coming back for them. But she never did. Charmain survived all her life with others. She got time to spend with her mom but did not last for long. It was only until Jeff was around to offer some kind of support, they experienced the blissful days of their lives. Once he left, they were back to their old ways or even worse than they had seen.

Mistrust develops in children when the relationships at home are disruptive. Charmain had never really relied on her grandmother or her aunts when she was pregnant with her child. She managed on her own to raise her son. Despite the struggles that she faced, she never went back to her aunts to get some kind of help. The maximum support was offered by the grandmother of her child because she naturally shared a blood tie with the child and decided to offer support. There was not something extraordinary in it. However, it was touching as her own family had failed to do anything for Charmain and her son.

When children are failed at home, they start believing that they would be failed by the world too. They think they would not perform well at school or they have been born to face the harsh truth of being born in a poor household. Charmain had at some point decided to give up schooling and assume a full time role of a vendor selling vegetables and fruits on the highway. She was under depression and under extreme pressure of being mistreated by her teachers and friends who saw her working on the streets. She had a deep rooted fear in her mind and thought it was her fate. Had she not received any form of support from her grandmother and her teacher, her life would have been different today. She would not have freed herself from the treacherous cycle of poverty. 

Children who have experienced instability at home always crave for positive, caring and strong adults in their lives. They look for approval from people who can repose their faith in them. The belief that Charmain’s teacher had in her gave her tremendous strength and support. She knew that she could make it because somebody believed in her. She never embarrassed Charmain in front of her students though she was aware of Charmain’s condition. This made her gain the trust of Charmain. The attempts made by the teacher to free Charmain from the clutches of piece job that was greatly impacting her performance at school touched her heart. This actually laid a foundation for a firm relationship with her teacher and her student. The teacher gave Charmain hope and the reason to move forward in life. She never dragged Charmain down despite at failure and told her that she would never be able to do well in her life. Her teacher always motivated her and this in turn played a role in Charmain’s success in life. Had not the teacher done what she did, Charmain would never have made it big in her life. She would have been trapped in poverty forever and would have never graduated in her life. A little help and faith made Charmain take a giant leap in life. She excelled and painted her life beautifully. She painted her son’s path too. She never left him unattended and made him feel as if he was a burden or not needed in life. She hoped for the best for herself and for him. With her positive thinking and undying efforts, Charmain managed to do something that only people with a brave heart can do. 

Chronic stress can prove out to be toxic. It is experienced by people living in poverty. The stress in life of parents and in the family impacts children to a considerable extent. It damages their success at academics, social competence and development in other spheres. It significantly impairs their behaviour. Children who are distressed exhibit a passive nature. They want to be left alone. Probably this was the reason why a lot of Charmain’s relatives died in passivity. Justin was not an exemption. She was shot by a police officer for reasons unknown. Charmain’s brother was shot by a hooligan. All were subjected to poverty. They were not free from it or led an affluent life. They sailed in the same boat. They resorted to ways they should not have. Probably they had dragged themselves into the world of crime from which they could never be freed and met a tragic end. 

What can be done to put an end to the miseries that is associated with poverty? Is there a way out? Can people have a better future despite being born poor? Do the symptoms fade away over time? Does the stress get eliminated with time? One has to look for an answer to these questions. There certainly must be a way or Charmain would not have been able to achieve her dreams. Once the world figures out how to root out poverty, the evil effects associated with it can be reduced greatly. There are certainly health ways that the researchers would be studying all over the world. Many have even figured out that by embedding fun in the classroom can make students find academics alluring. This action would support the regulation of behaviour, mindset and a positive thought process that is crucial not just for success at academics but as well for success in life. Exerting control over somebody would not help. Children have the potential to shape the future of the world. To eliminate, the negative effects of poverty that the world is facing, children need to be charged, equipped and motivated to fight poverty at a young age. They should be made to dream and told that they can have a better future upon being educated. They need to be taught how to survive in a challenging world and emerge as a winner. 

The children at school should be given a chance to control their day to day activities at school which would make them believe that they can do something on their own. It would give them a sense of confidence that they are capable of ending the tragic cycles in which their families have been struck for long. Encouraging leadership and responsibility makes students more engaging and independent which is crucial. Decision making and supporting teamwork can work wonders for children who hail from a poor background. Ill effects of stress on the minds of children can be terminated with offering children a control in the classroom environment.

Coping skills need to be taught to children so that they can deal with things in life with a better perspective. Let them deal with problem solving situations. This would give them skills and would make them believe that they are capable of taking charge of their own lives. Charmain learnt to figure out a way in her life. She learnt how to proceed in life without any form of guidance. She was given wings and she learnt how to fly on her own. 

Children are not damaged or broken in poverty. Human beings are capable of adapting themselves to changing surroundings. With a little bit of change, students can break the ill effects of poverty. Making the children understand certain things at a very young age and probably in school can make them address the differences in life. Purposeful teaching is the key in eradicating the negative effects of poverty. For this to happen, the government needs to ensure that the children in slums and in impoverished communities make way to school. If any only if the children receive basic education, they can be taught how to make it big in life.

Charmain’s story is an epitome of success. It speaks of her struggle to free herself from the chains of poverty. It is said that nothing can be done about the past. But there is always something can do about the future. The power to control one’s future lies in the hands of people. Be it Charmain or anybody else, there lies immense power in everybody to take charge of their lives. There is nothing wrong about dreaming big or dreaming about a beautiful life. It is never wrong to expect for more. Who says it is crime to expect to earn more in life? People tend to associate negativity when it comes to making money. They equate it to greed. Wanting to make more money is not a crime. Expecting a better future is natural and working towards it is not a crime. 

If you have plans to have a better future, then there is not anything wrong associated with it. It is good and gives you a reason to fight back no matter how hard the circumstances are. It does not really matter whether you have been wronged or you would have encountered fear, road blocks and more in your path, you never cease to explore opportunities once you have a reason to fight for. You know that everything is possible once you have a reason to fight for. You need to look for the light and should never stop looking for it no matter how dark things get in life. Whether you have been put into a dark hole or you have been feeling empty or sad inside, you should always look for the reason or the light that has the potential to brighten up your word. You should look for a reason that would bring a smile back on your face. 

The day you give up on life, they day you lose the battle. Nobody can ever progress in their lives when they give up. Is it a solution to give on things in life? There is a need to awake the thing called determination that is sleeping within you. Everybody is born with it and this propels one to turn into someone better in life. Nobody chooses their family when they are brought into this world. They are not presented with options to choose their parents, siblings, aunts and grandparents. If that had been the case then nobody would ever want to be born in a disadvantageous family. People would only choose luxuries and there would be no sufferings and miseries to face. There would be no challenges and there would be no demonstrations of acts of braveries. Had there been no challenging circumstances, would we ever get to know Charmain? 

Charmin broke the chain and made her life better. She did not let poverty take charge of her life, her thoughts and her future. Only you have the power to control your life and choose your path. Charmain breathed, ate and talked in poverty. However, she survived it. She emerged out of it as a winner. She was successful in her endeavours. She knew how it felt to be left alone. She knew what it meant to be cared for. She knew the power the words of encouragement had. She knew how one could get out of poverty. Her heart cared for people in her life. Had she not cared, she would not have fought for her elder sister who returned for Johannesburg. She had never been with her or shared moments with her elder sister. Despite being away from each other for long, she fought for her when Claire’s son tried to insult her. She demonstrated that she had a deeper understanding of people and understood their situations well. She knew that they never chose a path for themselves. It was chosen for them. Her elder sister was sent to live with her relatives in Johannesburg not because she wanted to. It was because her mother Gladys could not take care of her and afford to offer her a better life. She struggled in her life and had to ensure that she was away and safe. 
Charmain had never fractured her bonds with her siblings though they had been away for most of the time. Although Laina was her step sister and was given away while she was only six months old, Charmain never gave up on her. Upon completing her graduation and settling with a decent job, she initiated a search for her until she ended up finding her. Charmain had a caring nature and her heart always cared for the distressed and for her family. Although she never shared a bond with Laina, she did manage to find her because she wanted to ensure that she was alright and was not leading a miserable life. 

It is quite surprising to note that Charmain never received the care from her mother or from her aunts. Her grandmother did manage to demonstrate her love towards her. She believed that Justin loved her. But did he actually do that? Was he just faking or having a time of his own? Why did he never tell Charmain that his sister was Claire’s friend? Why did he never come back for his child? Why did he never contribute for his son’s upbringing? He was more of a careless coward who had no guts to shelter his child and give him a name. Accepting his son’s responsibility would have chained him and would have pushed him into leading a life of responsibility which he could not. Had he cared for something, he would have come back instead of deserting his child and Charmain. 

Charmain’s father refused to accept that she was his daughter. He was his last hope as she needed help with her university education. He was not there to back her and her dreams. There does not come across a single person in Charmain’s life who wanted her to fly or who cared for her. Yet she managed to fly so high in life. Loneliness and poverty gripped her life. But she managed to set herself free from the chain of unfortunate events. Although Charmain never received much in life from others and from the people she considered to be her family, she had a heart that cared for others and wanted to give. The very act of finding Laina after years proves that she cared for her deeply. 

There is no end to anything. Negativity leads to positivity if one puts up a decent life. There is always a transformation involved. People have the power in them to fight. They have the power to change their destinies and as well as of others. They create history by taking charge of their lives and by assuming responsibility for things. Charmain did it. She killed poverty in her life and when she succeeded she vowed that she would pull as many people as she could from the shackles of poverty. She pledged that she would do anything it would take to offer support to the people who are looking for a miracle to happen. 

There is no miracle cure for poverty. But there is hope. Charmain wants to be the hope in the lives of people. She does not want any child to go to bed on an empty stomach. She does not want any child do go to bed weeping. She wants to fill empty stomach and she want to teach people to live with dignity. She has plans that are big. She never wants people to believe that they are unwanted or a burden on the family or on society. She has been weaving web of her beautiful dreams. There is no end to her dreams and to her free spirit. Her heart is kind and weeps for people who never have had the privilege to lead a normal life. She has plans to build an orphanage in East Cape. Why would not she want to help people? She had after all experienced turbulent times and knew what it meant to be left alone. Despite of having parents, she had led all her life as an orphan. She knew how it felt to be deserted by people whom you share bonds with. She could never explain the pain and humiliation she experienced when her gather refused to accept her as his daughter. He blamed that Gladys and Charmain wanted only his riches and nothing else. That was not true. He was not there when Charmain craved for a fatherly figure. He was never there to say that one day things would be alright. He was not there when she filled her stomach from eating leftovers from the garbage bins. He was not there when she was stripped of her integrity. He was not there when she was carrying a baby. He was not there to tell her that she would survive no matter how harsh the things were proving out to be. All she needed was support which he failed to offer her. He deserted her and Charmain knew how it felt when one deserts you. Charmain had no support from her father and her mother. It killed her and she knew that there are many young children out there who are going through the same. She wants to put an end to their miseries. She wants to find them and give them love. She wants to tell them that one fine day everything would be alright. She wants to send a message out to be people that they were not alone or a burden on anybody. She wants to care for people, love them and tell them that life is beautiful than they can ever imagine. 

Charmain has beautiful plans for young children in East Cape who are deserted by their parents and left to fight with the world on their own. She does not want them to become victims of poverty. She wants to teach them how to fight. She wants to offer them shelter, food to eat and put them to sleep by making them dream of a better future. She wants to tell them beautiful stories that speak of courage, determination and hope. She wants to tell them that everything is possible. Charmain never had her mother console her. Instead, she found supporting Gladys by doing piece jobs so that her siblings could have something to eat for lunch. She wants to give things to people that she never had. 

It becomes difficult for people to give to others when they have never received anything from life of from the people in their life? People under such circumstances shut themselves off from the world. They tend to get aggressive and experience mood swings because of the trauma that they have experienced in their lives. It becomes difficult to trust people when you have been betrayed by your very own people. You do not really have the heart to give when all life has done is take things away from you. Would you do that for others when you have had traumatic experiences in your life? People would think twice before offering even a penny to others because they cannot eliminate the fear from their lives. 

Charmain was different. She had not turned into a stone hearted person despite of the negativity that she experienced in her life. She never stopped loving or caring for people. Her strength never diminished and she never gave up on life and her dreams. She was born to set an example and to win the hearts of people. Imagine how many lives would be freed from the shackles of poverty because of her efforts? She would give the children in East Cape the wings to fly. She would teach them how to fly and how to sustain in life despite of the challenges. Charmain’s dreams are big and they have always been. Nothing in life or the negative comments from people have managed to pull her down. She had strictly adhered to what she believed in. She believed in herself and she made it big. Others never dreamt and gave up on life. This makes a huge difference. Charmain was successful in attaining her dreams because she believed in herself and did not give up no matter how things were.  
Under Charmain’s guidance, the kids in the orphanage that she plans to open in Eastern Cape would perform exceedingly well in all spheres of her life. Charmain went on to be very successful in life. In her free time, she poured down her thoughts in her dairy. She became quite attached to it as it contained the moments of her life. This inspired her to write and send out a message to the people in the world that everything is possible. Things can be attained in life if you prove out to be stronger than life is. Unless you demonstrate that you are worth it, you never get what you deserve. You have to fight and earn it. She turned into a successful writer with time. She made it big in her life. With all the wealth that she has accumulated her with her writings, she wants to spend a portion of it on doing good deeds.  
Charmain wants to make a difference in the lives of others. She wants her money to be put to good use by contributing a bit in the eradication of poverty. With the eradication of poverty, the ill effects can be rooted out. There would be no more deaths due to criminal activities, hunger and stress. Imagine when the children would be equipped with care and fuelled with dreams, how high they would soar in their lives. That is life. It gets beautiful and kind only when you never give up. Once Charmain demonstrated her worth and courage, life presented her with ample of opportunities to make it big. Her dreams increased with each passing day. 

Charmain has big projects on her mind. She has plans to better the lives of people residing in rural areas in the Eastern Cape in addition to her plans in opening an orphanage. They say you never lose until and unless you accept defeat.  What made Charmain chose Eastern Cape for her developmental activities? There are several reasons why Eastern Cape needs help. People do not have access to sanitation and safe drinking water. Eastern Cape is located along the southeast coast of South Africa. More than seven million people reside in Eastern Cape of which there are more than 4,100,000 people living in rural areas. The concentration of people in rural areas is dense. The province experiences highest levels of poverty. The rate of unemployment is high and the infrastructure in the region is underdeveloped. The regions are poorly developed. Many people do not have access to electricity and still rely on candles to survive during the night time. This hints that there is a need for development to take place in the rural regions of the province.     
Rural regions in the Eastern Cape do not even have access to basic services such as sanitation and water that the local authorities need to offer. Low income, unreliable water availability, poor site conditions, inferior infrastructure and no access to basic facilities pertaining to wealth brings Eastern Cape under the scanner for development. With lack of basic facilities and clean drinking water, the people residing in rural areas of Eastern Cape have been impaired in procuring food and developing hygiene in their localities. People living in Hlankomo still draw water from fountain and river. This renders the dream of accessing safe drinking water still a dream for the inhabitants of the town. Rural development is hindered by the scarcity of water in areas affected by poverty. People are mostly dependent on agriculture as a major source of income. Their social progress is dependent on how well they manage to succeed at agriculture. It is very crucial for people to have access to safe drinking water. It is more of a human need. It is actually a human right to which the people in rural areas still only dream about. Although a lot of schemes have been passed by the government, the quality of development has been poor. 

Water resources are being privatised. This poses a question that whether water should be treated as a right or as a commodity.  Eastern Cape is the most poverty stricken province in South Africa. In this region, there has been an increase in the burden on most of the women as they are the sole breadwinners in their family. Although, women are paid less than men they continue to be the ones on whom the entire family is dependent on in the province of Eastern Cape. This can be evident from the story of Charmain. Her life revolved mostly around women and their struggles. Her family house had only women and she was the sole earner and caretaker of her son.

There exists a gender imbalance in the region of Eastern Cape where women are securing more menial jobs in comparison to men and they are as well being paid for doing the same amount of work. There has been a migration of skilled workers from the province and most of the men have departed out of the town in search of better jobs. The major concern in the province is due to the economic burden on women that is disproportionate.     

Eastern Cape lags behind in comparison to other regions in South Africa when it comes to the mortality rate and health. Although the province has experienced significant improvements in the profiles in the education sector, the greatest challenge still remains in increasing the matric pass rate. Students still lack access to better education models and good quality infrastructure. The region as well has certain environmental constraints which poses a huge hindrance on the human development. The agriculture sector in the region does not seem to be bright. People lack basic amenities. Families in the province have been trapped in deprivation and poverty. 

Eastern Cape needs home and Charmain wants to be the ray of hope. She knows how the condition is as she grew up on the streets of Eastern Cape. She feels strongly for the place. She feels for the people as she has seen them suffer in their lives. Her heart bleeds for them as she has seen people witnessing torture and humiliation. Eastern Cape cries for help even today. Although, there have been a lot of developments they are still insignificant. A lot needs to be done as the place has been deeply affected by the clutches of poverty. There has to be a way in promoting peace in the lives of people who have been affected by stress and the negative effects of poverty in this province. 

With majority of the population in the region being women and children, immediate help needs to be provided in the region. There are few things that are beyond human control. But there are certain things that can be done to exercise certain amount of control in the region. Charmain has seen women struggle in Eastern Cape all her life. She wants to be there voice and wants to empower them. If the future of Eastern Cape has to be made bright, it needs to be done by securing the future of children in the province. If the children are left to wander and offered no form of support, they would be mercilessly affected by the cruel effects of poverty. The only thing that can put an end to the cycle of poverty is by equipping the women and by ensuring that the children are on the right path. When an entire generation is offered support and care, the chances of the next generation doing well are quite high.   

Charmain has big plans for the children of today for they would write the future of Eastern Cape tomorrow. They need to see the bright side of life. Bridging the inequality gap can propel the residents of Eastern Cape in their life. They need help and it needs to come in some form or other. There is no way the province can be developed without any sort of help. Results are essential to plan a bright future for the Eastern Cape. The region has been greatly impacted by poverty and it has to be rooted out as early as possible. The condition of schools in the region is not really good and there are no big universities in the region. When there is no provision for higher education, people would not take the trouble of pursuing them. 

People have to be shown to dream, to hope and to excel and this is what Charmain wants to do. She wants to ignite the young minds of children and wants to make sure that poverty does not crush their hopes. Once a mind has been poisoned by poverty, it becomes really hard to change the mindset. Empowering the children and planning a better future for them would give some hope to Eastern Cape. 

Charmain put up a great fight. She fought against all odds and won all her battles. She never had somebody backing her. She now wants to back the children of the province of Eastern Cape. She wants to be their voice. She wants them to dream. She does not want them to cry and give up on life. She wants them to study and to play while they have to. She wants them not to do piece jobs for the sake of their families. She wants them to live a childhood where they are free to dream and to dare. She does not want their innocence to be robbed at a very young age. She does not want them to be a victim of child labor at a very young age where all the bosses do is to take advantage of them. 

Charmain’s life is an example of how there is hope left when you do not bow down to the evil effects of poverty. Although it took a lot for her to be where she is today she had no plans to give up on anything. Her battle is an epic one. It is worth remembering. It gives hope to people who are struck in the cycle of poverty that does not seen to end. It sends out a message that if you are determined then there is not anything that can dare fail you in your endeavours. Things appeared to be dull in her life and after her break from studies it appeared as if she had been caught in the poverty cycle. She proved everybody wrong by not giving up on her dream. 

None of the people she knew had managed to make it so big in life. Somewhere she sits with a book in her hand and pens down her moments from life to be shared with people tomorrow. She smiles at the children while she walks through the streets of Eastern Cape examining what needs to be done to improve the living conditions in the province. She works everyday on her plans and the dreams that she have to eradicate poverty entirely from the province. 

Charmain breathes and dreams positivity. Her life is a classic example for people who have given up on the cruel ways of poverty. She is working on her second book and plans to send a stronger message to the world this time. She wants her words to reach the people that she would never stop believing and wants them to do the same. Life is a lesson that one needs to learn. Life is an examination that one needs to clear. Poverty does not make it any easier to excel in life. But there is always a voice in your mind that tells you that you have immense power in yourself to kick the hardships and tell that you are stronger. Charmain did the same. She defeated poverty in all its plots to sabotage her life. She killed its intentions to destroy her life. She managed to break the walls that it built around her life. She emerged as a winner. 

